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THE taken their seats on the platform by the | no circumstances whatever ought any vessel 
time the proceedings began, in the presence | to be loaded beyond the scales laid down ” 
SEAM EN’S CONGRESS of a large number of representatives of the | by them in their report. Notwithstanding 
Press, whose attendance bespoke the public | this, many vessels leave our ports with the 
interest in the occasion. marks submerged. As to several of these, 
MR. PLIMSOLL ON THE — the infringement of the Act has been 


UNION. 


SEAMEN, SHIPOWNERS, AND 
PARLIAMENT. 


WHAT MR. PLIMSOLL HAS 
DONE. 





MR. HOWELL, M.P., AND THE 
SEAMEN. 


FUTURE LEGISLATION. 


THE GENERAL SECRETARY’S 
REPORT. 


PLOTS AGAINST THE UNION. 
MR. CREMER, M.P, ON 
LABOUR. 


TOM MANN ON ORGANISING. 


DINNER TO DELEGATES. 


VISIT TO A MAIL BOAT. 


MESSRS. D. CURRIE AND THE 
SEAMEN. 


Essex Hall, Essex-street, Strand, London, 
was the scene of the fourch annual meeting 
of the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union, on Monday, Oct 5, which 
was attended by delegates from all parts of 
England, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, 
elected by their fellow seamen for that 
purpose. 

After fighting against all that malice, 
money, and the most unscrupulous enemies 
could do to crush it, the Union, in the 
persons of its delegates, turned up as 
vigorous and hopeful as ever. The hall 
was draped with the banners of the various 
Branches of the Seamen's Union, the stair- 
case and upproacbes being decorated with 
the banners of kindred Unions, which had 
been lent in honour of the occasion. 
Men who had attended the previous yearly 
meetings met many familiar faces or old 
friends with whom they had stood shoulder 
to shoulder in fighting the seamen’s battles 
The body of the hali was occupied by the 
delegates and officials having access to the 
meeting, while in the galleries were other 
members of the Union. The Executive 
Council, the general secretary, Mr. and 
Mrs. Plimsoll, and Mr. Howeil, M.P., had 





THE DELEGATES. 

The various di-tricts were represented 
as follows:—Aberdeen, Dennis Sullivan ; 
Barrow, Isaac Postlethwaite; Rarry, Richd. 
Brown, John Beattie; Belfast, Wm. McKinn; 
Birkenhead, John Griffiths, James Farrell ; 
Bristol, James Daudo, Philip Tracy ; Cardiff, 
C. Lind, S. Stocker, A. Chubbs; Cork, 
R. H. Ross; Dublin, John Johnson 
Francis Roche; Dundee, James Jenkins, 
John Smith ; Glasgow, John Fyffe, A:chd. 
McGregor, Robt. Smith, Patrick Duffy; 
Goole, Juhn E. Gibbins; Gravesend, 
Chas. Addison; Grays, Patrick Devine; 
Grimsby, John W. Harvey; Greenock, 
Henry Murray; Hull, A. Bird, Richd. 
Steele, Thomas Ward; Hull B, J. W. 
Dickens; Kings Lynn, B. H. Craven; 
Leith, Andrew Robertson, W. Scott ; 
Liverpool (No. 1), Peter Bernard, Thomas 
Richards : Liverpool (No. 2.), John Lynas, 
Edward Edwards; London (Deptford), 
M. Connor ; London (Tidal Basin), J. King, 
Wm. Asberry, Wm. Ward ; Loudon (Tower 
Hil)), James Fagan, Alf. Allison ; London 
(Green's Home), John Smith, Thos. Byrne, 
J. Beattie; Londonderry. Francis Mullen ; 
Middlesbro’, John J. Ro»insor, Jame- 
Mucklow; Montrose, William Sharp; 
Newcastle, John Thoms; Newport, David 
Michael, Stephen Goold ; Portsmouth, Zacha- 
riah Boosey; Rotterdam, Wm. Sprow ; South 
Shields, Thomas Clements, Thomas Turner, 


John Franks; North Shields, Richard 
Latimer, Isaac Walters; Southampton, 


Alfred Glew ; Stockton, A. J. Clark; Sun- 
derland, J. W. Priest, J. B. Lee; Swansea, 
Mr. Dawes; Wallsend, S. Johnson; 
Waterford, John J. Rogers; West Hartle- 
pool, Thomas A. Payne and James Smith ; 
Youghal, John Cillins; Hull Local, J. B. 
Butcher ; North of England, H. Friend. 

The President, who was received with 
enthusiastic applause, said: Gentlemen,— 
Once more we meet to review the 
work dove and attempted on behalf of 
our seamen, and ‘o consider the work 
which still lies befure us. The first topic 
I will make a few remarks upon is that 
of the Load-Line Act, which was passed 
in the session before last. It is too 
early as yet to speak with much confi- 
dence or definiteness concerning the oy e:a- 
tion of this Act. The provisions of the Act, 
Iam sorry to say, have not been enforced 
so vigorously asis de-irable, and, indeed, as 
is perfectly justifiable, when you consider 
that the 

LOAD-LINE COMMITTEE, 

consisting, as to three parts of it, of ship- 
owners, statcd in their report that, “under 








brought to the notice of the Board of Trade 
by the Union, and occasionally prosecutions 
have been ordered. But I think you will 
agree that we cannot expect much from 
prosecutions like this, when it is a fact that 
shipowners offending against the Act are 
nearly always brought before fellow ship- 
owners, who inflict a tine of 
£5 OR £10 ONLY, 

and even in cases where the offender has 
made many times that amount by the 
freight which he earns on the excess of the 
overluaded cargo. Whilst a great number 
of ships leave our own ports with the load- 
line submerged, the cases of overloading in 
English vessels on their homeward voyages 
are still more frequent and serious. So 
much so has this been the case, that your 
Society have now sent out an agent to 
Constantinople to watch these cases, and 
another to Malta. Whatever can be done 
by the vigilance of your Society to 


ENFORCE THIS ACT 


will be done, but I am of opinion that more 
could be done by way of prevention than 
by way of punishment, and when a lvad- 
line has been deliberately adopted, I think 
it ought to be made a condition, precedent 
to the issue of clearance papers for ships 
going abroad, that the vessel shall have been 
loaded in accordance with the Act. This 
would effectually and at once put a stop to 
this practice. With all drawbacks, how- 
ever considered, the Act, so far as the indi- 
cations afforded by its brief existence are 
very favourable. I took up a Liverpool 
paper, a fortnight ago, which contained the 
following remarks :— 

“Tt Jouks as though something had been 
done by legi-lation to reduce the loss of life 
at sea. When Mr. Plimsoll began his 
agitation, it was averred that no regulations 
could possibly affect, except adversely, the 


LOSS OF LIFE 


which was continually occurring. But the 
last wreck abstract shows the total number 
of losses at sea was 496, the tonnage being 
192,696. This is lower as regards vessels 
than any of the preceding years; lower as 
regards tonnage than any year except 
1888-9; and lower tian the average for ths 
13 years by 180 vessels and 36,505 tons. 
I'aking British vessels of all kinds, the 
total numer of lusses at sea was 758, with 
a tonnage of 238,423. This, as regards 
vessels, is lower than any previous year in 
the return. The loss of life is put down as 
4,849 for 1889-90, as azaimst 5,607 in 
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1888.9, 5,294 in 1887-8, 6,792 in 1886-7. 
((heers) Mr. Plimsoll will have some 
reason to congratulate himself upon these 
figures.” (Cheers ) 

Every possible effort will be made by your 
Society, and by myself, to secure a more 
efficient administration of the Load Line 
Law. 

The second point to which I would call 
your attention is that of the over-sea live 

CATTLE TRADE. 

I found, in making prolonged inquiry in 
the early part of last year, that this cattle 
trade was carried on under circumstances 
of the greatest possible cruelty, or, at 
least, avoidable suffering, to the animals, 
and was attended by a very considerable 
loss of life on the part of the men engaged 
in navigating the vessels enployed in it. I 
prepared a statement of the case, which I 
embodied in a book, which I dare say you 
have all seen, and of which I distributed 
gratuitously nearly 30,000 copies. A 


STRONG PUBLIC OPINION 


was aroused on the subject, and then, 
having done what I could in England, I 
proceeded to the United States and to 
Canada, to see what could be done in that 
direction; and I am happy to tell you 
that, on March 3 _ last, an Act 
was passed by the Congress in the 
United States to provide for the safe trans- 
port and humane treatment of export 
cattle from the United States to foreign 
countries. Under this Act, regulations of 
considerable stringency have been issued 
by the Government of the United States, 
and have been since then, and are now, ad- 
ministered with energy and efficiency. In 
Canada, where attention was also drawn 
to the subject, it has resulted in the sub- 
mission to the House of Commons there of 
a Bill to regulate the 
SHIPPING OF LIVE STOCK. 
I have received a copy of this document, 
and presume that, by this time, it is law ; 
but when I heard from Mr. Smith, the 
Deputy Minister of Marine for Canada, on 
Sept. 17, in sending me the regulations 
which had been framed under the Act, he 
states these words :— The Act not sanc- 
tioned yet by the Governor-General.” I 
presume from this that it has been passed, 
and will probably have received the sanction 
of the Governor-General by this time, 
With regard to England, an Inter-depart- 
mental Committee was formed, which sat 
and took evidence for a considerable time, 
vpon the report of which a Bill was brought 
in by Mr. Chaplin, which, however, I am 
sorry to say, was lost last Session, owing to 
the opposition of a gentleman named 
FURNESS, 
who blocked the Bill, and, when remon- 
strated with by your general secretary, 
stated that the object was simply to secure 
that the Bill should be fully discussed. 
Now, a Bill which is blocked cannot reach 
the stage of discussion at all, so I leave you 
to form your own opinion as to the bond fides 
of this gentleman. I understand from your 
general secretary that he received great 
assistance from your membersin his candida- 
ture, and, incecd, Mr. Wilson says that he 
OWES HIS SEAT 

to the efforts of your members. If, under 
these circumstances, he retains his seat (A 
voice, “* He woiu't.’’) after the next General 
Election it will be your own fault. (Cheers.) 
The regulations, however, enforced in the 





United States have, no doubt, done a great 
deal to improve the conditions of the traffic 
from the United States ports, but owing to 
the late period at which the Act was passed 
in Canada, if, indeed it is passed, no 
regulations have been in operation there, 
and the result of the want of them is seen 
in the dreadful condition in which two ships 
have recently reached the port of Dundee. 

With regard to one vessel, it was stated 
in the Dundee Advertiser of the 0th 
September that the scenes at the wharf 
when she was unloaded were 

SOMETHING SICKENING, 
and further on they say: ‘‘ By mid-after- 
noon the appearance of the wharf was 
gruesome in the extreme. At one part lay 
six carcases which had been flung ashore. 
Most of the animals had been dead for 
several days, and they exhaled a most 
loathsome odour. The state in which these 
alone were was an uumistakable proof of 
the horror through which the poor animals 
had passed on their voyage from Canada. 
The side of one was entirely devoid of hair, 
the horns of another had been wrenched 
off, the body of a third had been crushed 
to such an extent that it appeared to be on 
the point of bursting, while another, on 
being removed from the ship, had had the 
flesh torn from its head, from the nostrils 
upwards, and the skin and flesh hung loose 
in a long and bloody flap, leaving exposed 
to view the scraped and broken bones.” 
Lower down, it says that out of a consign- 
ment of 535 only 391 were landed alive, 
and again out of a consignment of 276 
only 144 were landed alive. The need, 
therefore, for the regulations which Mr. 
Chaplin submitted in his Bill is very great, 
and I think you may rely upon your 
general secretary and myself to relax no 
effort to secure a remedy for these 
DREADFUL ABUSES. 

The third point I will invite your atten- 
tion to is that of food inspection. And here 
I must thank with all my heart Lord George 
Hamilton, of the Admiralty, for the sym- 
pathetic and vigorous assistance he has 
given in relation to the condemned stores 
sold by the Government. I 

KNOW THE NAMES 
of the men who bought this stuff. There 
is one scoundrel now in Parliament, but I 
do not think it would help the cause to give 
the names now. No meat whatever which 
is sold by the Government is now offered 
for sale before it has been submitted to a 
chemical bath, which will utterly preclude 
the possibility of its being used as human 
food. Dieadful cases of scurvy were some 
time ago very frequent; they have now 
almost disappeared. There is, however, 
one matter which requires to be attended 
to before this reform can be considered 
complete. All meat offered for salo to the 
public, whether wholesale or retail, is care- 
fully examined by properly qualified people. 
So is also the meat used in the Army, in 
the Navy, in lunatic asylums, in workhouses, 
and in nearly all ships. The ships which 
carry emigrants have the 
FOOD CAREFULLY INSPECTED, 

and as they could not very well omit the 
food of the sailors on these ships, that also 
is inspected ; but where ships are simply 


| €ngaged in carrying goods, this inspection 


is not yet made. I think you will agree with 
me that, if any class of people more than 
another need that their food should be 
inspected, it is that of sailors. We shall, 





therefore, do our best to put this finishing 
stroke to that important work. It will 
show you what a deplorable state of things 
existed in the mercantile marine before the 
reform, which was effected by Lord George 
Hamilton, was carried out, if I read to you 
one or two short extracts from a Blue Book 
issued by Parliament that will give you 
some notion of the death and suffering 
thus spread among your mates and mine. 
(Cheers) :— 

“ TLaurenson is in a fearful state. Large 
portions of the lining membrane of the 
throat and the roof of the mouth come 
fromhim. I have tried everything for him 
that I can think of. Several are 
crawling about the deck who have not yet 
gone into hospital, but who are crawling 
about the deck at day-time and sleeping in 
at night. His tongue was so 
swollen that his mouth could hardly con- 
tain it. This day I detect the first symptoms 
of scurvy germs in the carpenter; his 
gums were turning purple and were swell- 


ing. I gave him nitric vinegar and alum 
gargle. . . On visiting the sick, 


Edwards said he felt better, and wanted 
to be taken up in the air. At 11.30 I had 
him carried on deck. At 11.50 the second 
mate came to me and said he believed that 
Edwards was dying. I went to him at 
once, and found him in a 


FEARFUL DEATH STRUGGLE, 


literally choking to death, his eyes starting 
from their sockets, and the veins of his 
neck as large as my finger. He gave 
another fearful struggle and died. . . . 
I'he gums were immensely swelled, had a 
boggy feeling, and were nearly as thick as 
two fingers, protruded the cheeks and the 
teeth were quite sunk in them.’”’ I now 
have the pleasure to tell you that now not 
an ounce of beef is sold without being 
subjected to a chemical bath, and conse- 
quently cannot come into consumption as 
human food. (Cheers.) 

There is urgent need also for the appli- 
cation cf the provisions of the Common 
Lodging House Act to the 


ACCOMMODATION 


provided for sailors, which is, in many cases, 
utterly unfit for the occupation of human 
beings. There is altogether inadequate 
provision made for their accommodation. 
‘The fumes of naphtha come into their sleep- 
ing places, and that has the worst possible 
effect on their health. More than that, the 
forecastle is reached by a narrow passage 
to get to it, and there is no outlet at the far 
eud to procure ventilation, and, as you go 
along, you see the open doors of water- 
closets right and left. One ship I saw was 
a Norwegian, and they had the naphtha and 
things outside on the deck so that they 
could not hurt the seamen. Now, I think 
the Englishman is as gocd as the Norwegian, 
and I won’t rest until he gets as good 
accommodation. (Cheers.) 


DECK LOADING. 


Deck-loading to a shameful extent, and 
attended by great loss of life, is still 
unchecked, and is one of the subjects to 
which your Society and I myself must not 
fail to give our earnest attention. I will 
only say that I have great hopes from Her 
Majesty's Government that, if we bring in 
a Bill next year, we may probably have this 
fruitful source of death to our seamen 
wiped away. (Cheers.) 

I have also to call your attention to the 
administration of justice at our ports, I 
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have endeavoured to obtain returns of the 
members of 


LOCAL MARINE BOARDS, 


and of magistrates sitting on the bench, 
distinguishing those who are not sbip- 
owners from those who are. I have obtained 
the report so far as to Local Marine 
Boards, and from it I find, whilst there are 
143 shipowners there are only 41 who are 
not shipowners. How is it possible to sup- 
pose that matters between sailors and ship- 
owners can be impartially dealt with by 
tribunals of this kind? I believe the case 
as regards 
MAGISTRATES 

to be quite as bad, but this return I have 


_not yet been able toobtain. Mr. Matthews, 


the Home Secretary, seems to think he 
must refuse everything. He has refused it, 
and so [ feel at liberty to assume that, from 
the latter circumstance, it may be feared 
that the case is even stronger. Justice is 
poisoned at its source. Public opinion will 
not sanction preservers of game acting as 
magistrates in poaching cases, and yet we 
hand over our comrades at sea to justice, or 
so-called justice, administered by ship- 
owners almost invariably. A poacher is a 
man whose life is spent in breaking the 
law, and the highest interest he has at 
stake is whether or no he shall endure a 
period of imprisonment; but the sailors 
are not law breakers, but are occupying 
themselves in transacting one of the most 
important duties of life; they are now 
engaged in work of the greatest value 
to the country, and the issue with 
them frequently is not merely whether they 
shall spend afew days cr weeksin gaol, but 
whether or no 
LIFE ITSELF 

shall ba sacrificed in an unseaworthy or 
overloaded ship. 

I now come to the subject of disclassed 
ships. These are ships which have run 
through all their classes at Lloyd’s from Al 
right down to the bottom, and to which 
Lloyd's: Committee refuse avy longer to 
assign any class whaiever owing to their 
being thoroughly worn out. Yet these 
vessels are allowed to go to sea, and, seeing 
that the natural end of a ship is to go to 
the bottom, there is little reason to wonder 
Can anyone tell me of a merchant vessel 
being broken up. I have in my hand a return 
which was obtained last session by Mr. 
Jesse Collings of all 

MISSING SHIPs, 
from the 30th June, 1890, to the 380i! 
June, 1891. I have the names of Hineus 
ships, but it will be sufficient if I give you 
the numbers. The number, then, for the 
year ending June last was 85; Inquiry 
was held into the cases of six, and one 
inquiry is pending. The other 78 have not 
been made the subject of any inquiry what- 
ever. It is a whitewashing affair. How 
many shipowners are put on trial? I 
wish they were, and one hanged occasionally. 
(Cheers.) You see, therefore, that for every 
total loss inquired into more than ten losses 
are allowed to occur 
WITHOUT ANY INQUIRY 

whatever. Even if these inquiries were as 
efficient as they are perfunctory, this is 
far too small a proportion of the whole. 
But matters are mending, and we are ona 
fair way to a state of things in which the 
loss of life in the British Mercantile 
Marine will not exceed the loss of life in 
the Mercantile Marine of the rest of 
Europe. It is, however, a somewhat better 





state of things than existed when I first 
moved in this matter, for up to that time 
no inquiry whatever had ever been made 
into the total loss of a ship, with all hands, 
which did not carry passengers. 
these circumstances you will not be sur- 


English ships is four times as great in 
proportion as it is in the average of ships 
belonging to other European nations. 

The last topic I will submit to your con- 


, and considerate in the matter, and would 


Under | 


have been passed but for the opposition of 
the shipowners. I have already adverted 
to the willing help given to me on several 
occasions by the Right Honourable Lord 


| George Hamilton in putting an end to the 
prised to hear that the loss of life on | 


sideration is that of insurance. Mr. Cham- | 


berlain brought in a Bill some years ago 
which would have goue to the root of the 
evil. That Bill was lost, and the matter 


remains where it was. That and the matter | 


of unclassed ships we must leave over for 
the present. I only know that for myself | 
worked very hard—(cheers)—and I will 
work very hard, and Mr. Wilson is there 
ready to second, and even to take the lead 
sometimes—(cheers)—and I hope we may 
have good done. ‘This and the compulsory 
survey of disclassed ships are two causes of 
very great and very needless loss of life, 
which is discreditable in the highest degree 
to us as a nation. 
not forget these two matters, although I 
cannot hold out any hope that we shall 
move in them with the view to reformation 
in the next Session of Parliament; but if 
the seafaring population ever have a 
MINISTER OF COMMERCIAL MARINE 


sale of the 
CONDEMNED BEEF 

and pork at the Royal Victualling Stores, 
and I may say generally that I think their 
sympathies are with the seamen, and that 
they are willing to help to the utmost any 
legislation which can be shown to be reason- 
able and not to be prejudicial to the in- 
terests of the shipowners. I think that if 
Her Majesty's present Ministers retain 
power, we are on the high road to a +tate 


of things which shail remove from us the 
| deep national reproach which at present 


attaches to us from our neglect of our 
fell am subjects at Sea, and that it is quite 
within the range cf probability that we may 
reduce the total of the loss of life at sea 


| until from being four times as much as.that 


whose heart is with the seamen, and who | 


desires to diminish the loss of life at sea, 
he will find an abundance of work to do— 
work which, if done p ro} erly, will, I feel 
satisfied, result in our loss of life among our 
seafearing population being reduced to the 
average which now reigns in the commer- 
cia] marine of the rest of the world. 

I cannot conclude this address without 
again expressing my thanks to 

HER MAJESTY'S MINISTERS 
for the sympathy and aid which they had 
given to me and seamen at all times. Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach granted a return last 
session of the British and foreign sbips 
loading at our deadweight ports, winch 
proved that the English shipowner loaded 
his ships to a far larger extent than 
foreigners. This return knocked on the 
head the hoary imposture which was per- 
petually made to do duty by the shipowners 
at our northerly ports, who stated that 
foreigners loaded more deeply than we did, 
and that to limit the loading of British ships 
would handicap them unfairly as against 
the foreigners. The truth was found to be 
that English shipowners loaded very con- 
siderably 
MORE THAN FOREIGNERS 

I think the quantity was seivathien a little 
over 20 per cent. <A later return was 
granted by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach showing 
he coustitution of the Local Marine Boarjs, 
giving the number of ihose who were in- 
terested in shipping «und of those who were 
not known to be so interested. This year 
I have obtained a return from the Govern- 
ment showing the number of missing ships 
compared with the number of cases into 
which inquiry has been made. I may also 
state that in the passing of the Load Line 
Act we received active assistance and en- 
couragement from the present President of 
the Board of Trade, and last year also a 
Bill to regulate the live cattle trade across 
the Atlantic in such a way as to diminish 
the dreadful suffering to which cattle are 
now subjected was brought in by Mr. 
Chaplin, who was always most courteous 





of foreigners it shall rank with it, and at 


| the same time that we do this we shall 
Rest assured we shall | 


SAVE TO THE NATION . 
about £12 000,000 worth of property per 
annum (all of which is borne by the tax- 
payers, through the enhanced prices they 
are compelled to pay for imported goods, 
owing to the cost of underwriting). Your 
Union is not a political Association—and 
wisely not—and each man has a 
right to his own opinion; but for 
my own part, I don’t hesitate to say, 
although I am a Radical, and always 
have acted with the Ra licals, aud was born 
and brought up a Radical, and although 
[ recognise with gratitude all the good 
which the Liberal party have done to the 
nation, I dread more than I can say any 
change in the position of political parties, 
as I feel sure that the fair hopes which we 
now indulge, as, I think, with reascn, on 


| behalf of the seamen, will have to be 


abandoned if we lose our present Govern- 
ment, and I earnestly recommend seamen, 
therefore, and all other working men whucare 
for sailors, sailors’ wives, aud sgailurs’ 
children, to do their very best at the next 
General Election to keep the Conserva- 
tives in power. (Prolonged cheering.) 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 

in supporting a vote of thanks to the presi- 
dent for his address, which was moved by 
Mr. Beattie, and unanimously carried with 
cheers, referred in eulogistic terms to Mr. 
Plimsoll’s devotion for many years to the 
cause of the seamen, and described Mr. = 
Mrs. Plimsoll as the cherubs that watel . 
over the lives of poor Jack, saying that 
was the seamen’s duty to back them up. 

The President, in returning thanks, said 
that since he had filled the position of 
president of the Seamen's Union —which 
Union he advised seamen to support—he 
had found that what he said had much more 
effect on Parliament, Government, and the 
public.. He concluded by referring to the 
services of Mr. George Howell, MP., to 
seamen. While he, Mr. Plimsoll l, had been 
working outside and in the lobby of the 
House of Commons, Mr. Howell had been 
working inside Parliament. 

MR. HOWELL, MP., 

who was received with loud and prolong sae 
applause, expressed bis pleasure in 
present, especially as he had so long Saan 
associated with Mr. Plimsoll’s work, and 
having referred to some of their struggles 


of years ago, said ;— 
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You may fancy some of you that your 
condition 1+ bat enough to-day, and so it is ; 
ly 1, as compared with then, you are proud 
Brinsh citizens that bave drawn over you, 
with all its shortcomings, the mantle of the 
protection of the British House of Com- 
mous. (UCheers.) All that is due to the 
everyy, and the entbusiasm, and the pluck, 
and the self-denial of 


ONE MAN— 


Mr. Plimsoll. (Prolonged cheers) He 
found the enthusiasm, and found then what 
you are finding to-day, the mcnsy, as well 
as the pluck to fight the cause of our sea- 
men. Mr. Plimsoll knows that we tried in 
various ways to induce the seamen to 
form a Union, but there were difficulties 
to be encountered—all these things are 
matters of growth. You have grown until 
to-day you have become one of the greatest 
Trades Unions of this country, or of the 
world - (cheers)—and by your organisation 
you can 


COMPLETE THE GREAT WORK 


that has been commenced by Mr. Plimsoll, 
and perbaps ere he has ceased to be presi- 
dent he may crown the edifice by passing 
all the measures to which allusion has been 
made. Justone other word. It was hinted 
at by Mr. Plimsoli that Acts of Parliament 
are good things in their way, but they are 
not all. After they are passed, they have 
to be enforced and administered You 
have a great work before you as men, and 
as members of your Union. Do not trust 
too much to Acts of Parliament, but trust 
rether to the combined energy and intelli- 
gence of 


THE BRITISH WORKMAN, 


and especially of the British seaman, 
especially when you are in combination, in 
order to see that good laws that can be and 
ought to be admini-tered practically, are 
administered, and then the men who have 
helped more than any other class in this 
country to raise us to the proud position 
we occupy tu-day, as the first maritime 
natin on the face of the earth—then you 
wil! get scme fair share of that wealth you 
have helped to create (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Lee, Sunderland, having borne te:sti- 
mous to the truth of an incident related by 
Mr. Howell, as having occurred in the 
course of Mr. Plimsoll’s campuizn of years 
age. 

M* and Mrs. Plimsoll retired, and the 
m+ tug proceeded to elect a chairman to 
presite over its deliberations for the week. 
Mr J J Robmsou having the majority of 
votes was elected and took the chair, 
tha: king th delegates for the honour done 
hin. Mr. Friend was elected vice-president 
tor the week, aud suitably returned thanks. 


SECOND DAY. 


On Tuesday the minutes of the previous 
cay s proceedings having been confirmed, 
on the motion of Mr, Beattie, seconded by 
Mr. Kyrve, a resolution expressing sympat hy 
with the men on strike at the wharves in 
Londen was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Gea:duer, of Cardiff, was, after a 
division, appoirted to assist the Standing 
Orders Committee. 

THE GENERAL 


SECR&TARY’S REPORT. 


Mr. J. H. Wilson (who was received with 


applause) said: I may venture to say that 
in the twelve months that have gone past 





your Union has gone through one of the 
most critical periods which I think there 
will be in its whole existence. Let me 
briefly review the work which has been 
done in that time. In 1889 the ship- 
owning capitalists began for the first time 
to realise that the Seamen’s and Firemen’s 
Union was a 


REAL LIVE UNION, 


and not what they really thought it was, 
namely, a Christmas spree on the part of 
the sailors and firemen. During our first 
two years of existence they had a belief 
that the noise that the sailors and firemen 
were making was their usual annual holi- 
day; that, after Christmas was over, Jack 
would settle down quietly to his work, and 
be prepared to take any conditions that the 
employers might offer bim ; but, after two 
years, they still found that Jack was enjoy- 
ing his holiday, and demanded certain 
conditions, and those conditions he insisted 
on having. As a result the capitalists, the 
shipowning capitalists, came along and set 
to to form one of the greatest combi- 
nations of capitalists the world has ever 
seen and their cry to the public was this : 
**We do not object to combination on the 
part of the workers.” But while saying 
that they were then 


CONCOCTING PLANS 


to bring about the downfall of our Union. 
The shipowners said they were not opposed 
to our Union as a Union, but were opposed 
to it because we were a most tyrannical 
Union. I have yet to have the proof from 
them as to where our Union has been 
tyrannical. They say we have 

BLOCKED SHIPS. 
It is perfectly true; but they ought to show 
the public why we did block ships. NowI 
have seen during my travels through the 
ports of this country captains coming to 
sigu crews at the offices when a mild request 
has been put by the men that they should 
only sail with Union men, and I contend, 
as a Unionist, that men have 


A PERFECT? R:GHT 


to say whom they will sail with. The 
captains, instead of being rensible men, 
said ** What do I care for your Union? I 
am not going to be dictated to by you as to 
whom I will ship I am going tu ship whom 


I like'’’—and he has proceeded to do 
so, and he has found after fruitless 
efforts that’ he has not been able to 


get one Union man to signa in his ship, and 
has had to come back to the Union and 
Unioa men. Well, it is only natural that 
men, after they found they have been able 
to 

DEFEAT A TYRANT 


will become a little tyrannical, and the 
shipowners have, therefore, chosen to term 
us a coercive and tyrannical Union for 
adopting that course. But it is the masters 
and shipowners who are to blame. 

Shipowners having formed the Shipping 
Federation, thought the best meaus of 
crippling your organisation would be to 
insist that every man should carry the 
Federation ticket, that no man should be 
allowed to ship unless he had 


A FEDERATION TICKET, 


and that preference of employment would 
be given to those men who had them. 
Well, had we been content to submit to 
these conditions, it is easy to sce that in a 
short time ‘t would be easy for the ship- 





owners to put the men in the position of 
absolute slaves. After the fights at the 
early part of last year we were successful in 
compelling the shipownors to strike out the 
preference clause of the Federation ticket. 

But the shipowners tried other ways to 
bring about our downfall. They brought 
into existence, or tried to foster, a number 
of 

BOGUS SEAMEN’S UNIONS 
—Unions that had been dead for nearly nine 
years. The British Seamen's Protection 
Society was founded in the year 1876. 
It was in existence at the Register of 
Trades Unions until 1882. I have secured 
one of the returns from the Registrar which 
gives the total income and expenditure of 
this Society from its foundation until the 
last return sent in, and I find that in the 
first year of its existence 1,000 men were 
enrolled in it; out of that number not 
more than 200 paid any contributions. 
Next year they had 2,000 members, and 
350 paying members ; the next year they 
had 3,000 members, and 450 paying; the 
next year they had 4,000 members, and 
380 paying members. But in the next year 
there was a drop. ‘They still maintain that 
they had 4,009 members, but there was only 
40 paying members left on the books, 
and £6 income and £6 expenditure. 
(Laughter.) Well, this bogus Union 
which had in 1882 £6 income and £6 
expenditure — we find that, when the 
Federation is founded, and the Federation 
ticket is printed, that there is a recom- 
mendation on the Federation ticket that 
every man who takes a Federation ticket is 
entitled to membership in this Union. 
Now, that proves to my mind that the 
shipowners of this country, or at least the 
Executive of th» Shipping Federation, are 
about as 
UNSCRUPULOUS 


a gang as ever there was in this country. 
(Loud and prolonged applause.) They are 
realy at all times to try and point out that 
any Union that may be opposed to them is 
Lot a bond fide Union, that it does not 
speak on behalf of the seamen of this 
country. Yet when it suits their purpose 
they are prepared to print upon their 
parchment tickets the name of a Union 
that has had no existence for ten years, and 
that, when it did exist, had a total income 
of £6 and an expenditure of £6. 

Then, again, we find them recommending 
another Society in Cardiff, which was 
founded by what they call the 


SEAMEN’S AND TRADESMEN’S UNION, 


but it is amalgamated. I don’t know how 
the amalgamation took place (but this 
Amalgamated Seamen's and Tradesmen’s 
Union, as far asI can ascertain, there has 
never been any meeting of seamen con- 
nected with it) yet the Federation are 
always ready to quote this Union as a 
Union representing the seamen of this 
country, in addition to bringing in the aid 
of hogus Unions to minimise the power of 
yours. 
PLOTS. 

They have also employed, from time to 
time, the most unscrupulous gang of men— 
men from our own ranks—who were pre- 
pared to sell their fellow-workers men who 
were in receipt of money in our ranks 
have been purchased by the Shipping 
Federation to help them to the defeat of 
our Union. (“Shame.’”’) This work went 
on during the latter part of last year, and I 
know that a large number of our members, 
and, perhaps, our officers, have been at a 





October 10, £891. 


SEAFARING. 


5 








loss to understand from time to time why I 
* have made use of certain men, why I have 
appointed men in positions that ought not 
to have been appointed. Members of our 
Union have talked this matter over, but I 
want to ask you, if a general has certain 
plans in his head, and if he knows he has 
AN UNSCRUPULOUS ENEMY 

to fight—would it be safe, would it be wise 
on the part of that general, to unfoldthis plans 
to the whole of the camp and the whole of 
the world? (Cries of “No.”) I think 
you would agree with me, after reflection, 
and if you had the opportunity of knowing 
what I know, that the policy adopted was 
the proper policy, and one that has 
probably saved your Union from ruin. 
There was not only a huge combination of 
of capitalists pitted against you, but there 
was a combination of 


DISAPPOINTED OFFICE-SEEKERS, 


men that you had turned out of your 
organisation with discredit. Those men 
gradually came together, and they gathered 
into a very large crowd indeed. My object 
then was not to have the whole of those 
men working in harmony in order to sup- 
port the Shipping Federation, but my 
object was to separate this crowd, to isolate 
them from each other, and make them pit 
themselves against each other. I claim to- 
day that 
I HAVE SUCCEEDED 

in breaking the back of one of the greatest 
conspiracies that any Trades Union ever 
had to deal with. (Cheers.) Where are 
the rebels to-day? (Cheers) Where are 
they ? Everyone of those men who rebelled 
from your Union, who attempted to sell 
your Union, almost all of them now have 
written letters to me begging that they 
may be reinstated, once more tv be allowed 
to return to the folds of the Union. I mean 
to say that my policy in breaking up this 
combination has been a successful one, and 
I am very pleased to have the opportunity 
this morning of enlightening you into the 
inner moves of the combination—and to 
unfold this, because I know that the enemy 
is entirely crushed. 

Last year, at the Congress, you passed a 
resolution in favour of 


A PROVISION SCALE, 


and I am pleased to tell you that I have 
framed a Bill in its rough state, to be 
placed in the hands of others more capable 
of draughting Parliamentary Bills. After 
it hus met with your approval, I hope that 
the Bill will become Jaw. There have been 
more murders committed on board ship 
through bad provisions, more disturbance 
through bad provisions, and more diseases 
from bad provisions than from any other 
cause that [ know connected with our sea 
life. (Cheers ) 
Mr. Wilson next dealt with the 


ENTRANCE FEE, 


condemning the policy of lowering it 
which had been adopted last year at Glas- 
gow against his wishes. Referring to his 


CANDIDATURE FOR PARLIAMENT, 


which he said last year’s Congress had 
instructed him to undertake, he mentioned 
his success at Deptford, where he had been 
adopted by the Jocal organisation, adding : 
It is all important to us that we should 
have a man— whether myself or any other 
man I do not care—that we should have a 





practical seafaring man in the House of | find that those cases are still too prevale t; 
Commons. (Cheers.) ‘The more I read the | but, with the help of our organisation we 


Merchant Shipping Acts, the more fully I 
digest them, the more I feel that, if we had 


those Acts would be more perfect than they 
are to-day. 
not see why we should not have four or five 
members in Parliament. ((Cheers.) The 
miners of this country have five or six 
members, and there is no reason why we 
should not have a similar number. 


THE PROVISION SCALE 


was next touched upon by Mr. Wilson, who | 


contended that to fight the shipowners on 


this subject by means of strikes would cost | 


£60,000 or £70,000, while £5,000 spent 
in Parliamentary action would_bring about 
the desired reforms without strikes, which 
he argued against, although when he found 
the men determined upon them, he always 
took off his coat and fought with all his 
might for success. 


EIGHT HOURS DAY FOR SEAMEN 


Mr. Wilson next expressed his pleasure 
at the progress made on this question, and 
that the last Trade Union Congress had 
resolved that the eight hours day be applied 
to all trades except those that petitioned 
against it, which he did not think that the 
sailors and firemen would do. (Laughter 
and cheers.) 


THE CARDIFF STRIKE 


was the next topic in the general secre- 
tary’s address, which strike had, he ex- 
plained, been forced on the Union by the 
Shipping Federation, and while this strike 
was on the Union was engaged in others in 
London, Hull, Aberdeen and other ports. 
Had the Union been supported by other 
trades as the Union had supported them — 
(cheers) — the result would have been 
victorious, but other trades connected with 
shipping did not at that time see through 
the Shipping Federation, which had played 
its cards astutely by trying to set one 
Union against another, by telling them that 
but for the Seamen’s Union there would be 
no strike, with the result that the Seamen's 
Union did not get all the support it would 
otherwise have had. Yet much was gained 
by that strike, as it had brought the various 
Unions more closely together, and the rail- 
way servants and Welsh miners were 
pledged to help the seamen if ths. Federa- 
tion insisted on makiog the Federation 
ticket a preference one, which would cause 
a fight in which the seamen would have 
not only them but other Unions on their 
side. 
MR. WILSON’S IMPRISONMENT, 


and the way in which it was brought about 
by the shipowners—all of which is familiar 
to our readers—was the next topic in the 
general secretary's address. He then pro- 
ceeded to refer to the beneficial results of 
the 

RECENT LEGISLATION 


as to overloaded ships, and those carrying 
live cattle. With reference to the action o! 
the Union in watching the load line, he 
remarked : You can understand the bene- 
ficial effect of that, because they say, ‘‘ We 
must not put more into her than we ought 
or that blessed Union of Wilson and his 
gang will be down on us.” (Cheers) Not 
only is it beneficial in that respect, but 
large numbers of our men before that Act 
was passed were sent to prison in foreign 
prisons to suffer unjustly. Even now we 


| will prevent that in future, and Lt mean to 
| say tht at ‘east 400 men’s lives are saved 
a seafaring man in the House of Commons, 
| Act. aud the effect that the Union is having 
Not only one man, for I do | 


annually in consequence of the Load-Lias 


in carrying it into force. There is, there- 


| fore, little room for men to say, 


WHAT IS THE UNION DOING 


| for us? I ask them to consider the death 
| roll before the Union was formed, and the 
| death roll to-day. 


THE FUTURE. 


The legislation that we want to seek 
in the future is of a very important nature. 
I have drafted a Bill on the con- 
stitutions of Local Marine Boards, and 
that Bill will be submitted to you this week 
for your consideration. Some of you may 
not be conversant with the objects, power, 
and authority of the 


LOCAL MARINE BOARDS. 


They were formed in the year 1854, for the 
purpose of conducting our Mercwatile 
Murine offices. In the Mercantile Marine 
offices there are appointed Government 
officials, who are supposed to look after 
the interests of the sailors and firemen. 
Well, you men know how well they 
have performed their duties ian past years. 
Some of us were surprised at one tine 
as to why the Board of [rade officials, 
who were paid by the Government, 
always supported the captains aad 
the owners, and it was only on referring 
to the Merchant Shipping Act that we 
found out the reason why. The members 
of the Boards, as constituted at the pres-nt 
time, consists of six shipping members 
elected by the shipowners and four persons 
elected by the Board of Trade. Yo: would 
naturally have thought that the Boird of 
Trade would have appoiutel psopie who 
were independent, but that is not so. Tuey 
have invariably 


APPOINTED SHIPOWNERS 


to represent the Board of Trade. So that 
makes ten members. and then there are two 
mugistrates. or the mayor or the sheritf, who 
are ex-officiomembers. Now, amougst the 
powers of those men is the appo:ntment of 
those men who are commoaly kaown as the 
B.T.'s, and they are appointed by this com- 
mittee of shipowners, and the  super- 
intendents in the various Mercantile Mariae 
offices are appointed by these Boards. 
Now, can you suppose that those men, who 
are directly 


APPOINTED BY SHIPOWNERS, 


are going to consider your interests, t» 
work for you? No. They would be big 
fools if they did that. Now. whatI propose 
is, that the shipowners shall elect six suip- 
owners, that the seamen shall elect six 
seamen from their own ranks —(cheers)— 
and that the four persons appointed by the 
Board of Trade shall be independent per- 
sons, and not connected with shipping in 
any way. (Cheers) When you get a 
Board of that kind I think you will find 
that the B.T.'s will touch their caps to you 
the same as they do to the shipowners. 
The next Bill of importance, and the one I 
had the most difficulty in drafting, is 
the one relating to the 


MANNING, 
avery important matter—I do not know of 





any matter more important to the seamen. 
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For many years now our owners have 
systematically sent their ships to sea under- 
manned, and I believe that great numbers 
of ships are lost through undermanning, 


collisions occur through undermanning, 
and ships founder through there not 
being sufficient men on _ bvard to 


work the vessel in a gale. Now, the 
question we have to decide—and it isa 
most difficult one—is what should constitute 
the crew of the ship, and how it should be 
reckoned. Well, the best and easiest 
method that i know of is to man them in 
accordance with the tonnage of the ship 
and the horse-power of the engines. 
(Cheers.) There issuch a difference in the 
construction and appliances on board, that 
due consideration will have to be given to 
them, but I have not made up my mind 
that any appliances they put on board the 
ship will 


MINIMISE THE WORK 


the men have to do at sea. For instance, 
owners will tell you, when they send a four- 
masted vessel to sea, and a crew all told of 
probably about 34 hands, carrying four or 
tive thousand tons of cargo—while twenty 
years ago a vessel carrying 2,000 tons 
would have 50 or 60 hands—they will tell 
ou 
y “TMPROYED APPLIANCES; 


we have a donkey boiler on board ;” and 
soon. Perfectly true; but is that donkey 
boiler for the purpose of working the ship 
at sea? Can it take in sails in a squali? 
I reckon it would be found minus if the 
ship had all sail on and was struck by a 
squall. If the donkey was wanted to tuke 
sail in, by the time they had got steam up 
she would have gone to glury. Smart as 
they may be, they have not yet been able 
to make a machine which will look-out at 
sea and report when it sees a ship coming 
in the opposite direction. They have not 
yet manufactured eyes for ships, nor got 
automatic steering machines. It is true 
they have steering-gear, but 


THEY WANT MEN 


to manipulate it. They are absolutely use- 
less on a sailing-vessel at sea so far as 
reducing the number of men is concerned 
You will have to decide this question, 
because the shipowners will point out ail 
manner of objections, no matter what scale 
you put forward. If you put forward a 
scale such as that they have at the pre- 
sent time, they will tell you they are carry- 
ing more men than they ought to carry 
This matteris all the more important when 
you take it into consideration that there 
are only 
220,000 MEN 

in the Mercantile Marine to-day, when the 
tonnage is 10,750,000, whereas in 1869 the 
number of seamen was 345,000 and the total 
tonnage only 4,750,000, so that less men 
have to deal with more tonnage. 

Then there is another Bill dealing with 
the conveyance home of 


DISTRESSED SEAMEN. 


(Cheers.) Now, for many years our men 
have bad to suiler very much from being 
left iu hospitals. and, after lying there, 
have been sent home in ghips, aud been 
charged at the rate of three shillings a day 
expenses from the time of lying in those 
foreign offices. I remember myself lying 
in Constantinople when I had £16 or £17 
wages due to me, and yet when I arrived 
in Liverpool I was told I was £2 in debt, 





on applying for my money. Now, I mean to 
say that we have no right to have to pay our 
own expenses when we have not contributed 
to the sickness or accident in any way. 
What I propose in the Bill is this—that any 
seamen lying in a hospital abroad through 
accident or climatic diseases, when sufti- 
ciently recovered, will be placed on board 
ship, and sent to the United Kingdom, and 
that his wages shall be paid from the time 
he is put on that ship until he arrives in 
this country, and that not one penny shall 
be deducted for hospital expenses. 
The next is a Bill dealing with the 


PAYMENT OF SEAMEN’S WAGES, 


in the interests of our wives and children. 
It is very sad to think that a man who has, 
perhaps, been out of employment for six 
weeks or two months, and has run into 
debt, ships and gets an allotment note, I 
think it is exactly one month before that 
money is paid over to his wife. I say it is 
altogether wrong. Instead of a woman 
having to wait a month, I maintain that 
two-thirds of the seaman’s wages ought to 
be paid over to his wife 


EVERY WEEK. 


(Cheers.) Of course, the shipowners will 
say that they are not going to be bothered 
with women coming to their offices every 
week ; but why? Why should not they be 
bothered like any other employers of labour? 
It is what I call a non contentious measure, 
and one likely to gain the sympathy of all 
members of Parliament, and I do not think 
there will be much difficulty in getting it 
through Parliament. 

Mr. Wilson concluded his address by 
saying that he had heard whispers that he 
had not been properly elected secretary, 
and that he held office on sufferance. Having 
pointed to the fact that he had been 
elected by the promoters of the Union and 
the annual meetings at Cardiff and Glasgow, 
he offered to retire if they thought they 
could get a better man. He had sacrificed 
a good situation to found tue Union, and 
could get a living without fear of being 
boyeotted by shipowners, but he declined 
to hold any post on sufferance or charity. 

Mr. Lee proposed, and Mr. Mucklow 
seconded, a 


VOIE OF THANKS AND CONFIDENCE 


in the general secretary, which was carried 
with enthusiasm. 

Mr. J. Gardner, Cardiff, presented the 
report of the Standing Orders Committee 
on the credentials of delegates, reporting 
that there were three persons whom they 
deemed it undesirable to accept as repre- 
senting the Branches by which they were 
delegated to the Congress. They also found 
that there were 93 delegates attending the 
Congress. The names of the three to whom 
objection was raised were Peter Duffy, 
Glasgow Branch ; Robert Smith, Glasgow 
Branch; and Walter Scott, Leith Branch. 

The Congress having decided against 
the credentials of Messrs. Duffy and Smith, 
they withdrew. In the case of Mr. Scott 
who had been sent up from Leith in the 


| place of Mr Brand, who had been originally 


elected delegate from that Brauch, but who 
hid since had to go to sea, the chairman 
said that if the Congress would allow, he 
should-rule that Mr. Scott be allowed to sit 
as a member of the Congress. (Applause.) 
This ruling led to the resignation of the 
Standing Orders Committee, but on the 
Congress voting, by 86 in favour of Mr. 





Scott sitting against six opposed to his 
sitting, the resignation was withdrawn, and 
the Congress proceeded to discuss the 
alteration of rules, which occupied the rest 
of the day. 


THE DINNER. 


Mr. S. Plimsoll presided at a dinner to 
the delegates at the Holborn Restaurant in 
the evening, about 150 delegates and visitors 
being present, including Mr. Cremer, M.P., 
Mr. J. H. Wilson, Mr. T. W. Brown, Mr. 
Tom Mann, Mr. H. Friend, Mr. Butcher, 
Mr. Fred. Henderson, Mr. Boyle Lawrence, 
Mr. Joyce, Mr. Burgess, Mr. W. M. Max- 
well, Mr. Omerod, Mr. O’Connor, and the 
editor of Szararra. 


THE DEATH OF MR, W. H. SMITH. 


Mr. Plimsoll (rising before the dinner 
was commenced) said: Gentlemen,—I do 
not know whether you are aware that Mr. 
W. H. Smith, the leader of the House of 
Commons, died this afternoon, and I think, 
as this is probably the first large meeting 
of working men held since he died, it would 
be very appropriate in us to express our 
great regret at his death, and our warm 
sympathy with his widow and family. Mr. 
Harvey, of Grimsby, wishes to propose that 
a letter of condolence be sent to Mrs. Smith 
expressing the deep grief that we feel 
at the death of a good man, and a man 
whose sympathies were heartily with the 
working men, and especially with sailors. 

Mr. Harvey (Grimsby): I cannot say 
that I rise with pleasure, because it is with 
regret that I propose that we, as representa- 
tives of labour now assembled, send a 
letter ot condolence to Mrs. Smith express- 
ing our extreme grief at the untimely end 
of Mr. W. H. Smith. I am sure we must 
all acknowledge that he could say he bad 
been a working man, and had worked his 
way up, and had done good for us in times 
gone by. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson: I rise to second the 
proposition that thi¢ meeting expresses its 
regret at the death of Mr. Smith. I have 
had several opportunities of coming into 
coniact with that gentleman on various 
deputations connected with shipping and 
other matters, and I can only say that I 
never met a more courteous gentleman in 
my experience of the- various public men 
of this country. Although he differed 
from me in politics, I must testify to the 
abilities of Mr. W. H. Smith, and regret, 
with our president, the death of one who 
has rendered.so much good to the cause of 
our seamen. 

The motion for the letter of condolence 
to Mrs. W. H. Smith was agreed to. 

After dinner, Mr. Friend (Sunderland), 
in proposing the 

HEALTH OF 


MR. PLIMSOLL, 


said he had to pay one of the greatest 
tributes that the seamen of this country 
could possibly pay to any man. (Hear, 
hear.) When they came to emsider the 
sacritices that Mr. Plimsoll had made on 
behalf of the British seamen, he thought 
that there was uo tribute too great to pay 
to him. (Cheers) They must remember 
that Mr. Plimsoll laboured for them many 
years before the seamen were organised— 
(hear, hear)—and it must also be remem- 
bered that the funds necessary for his 
efforts were found out of his own pocket. 
(Cheers.) The initiative of Mr. Plimsoll 
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had been the primary cause of the shipping 
legislation of the past two years. Seamen 
were told, even at the present day, that 
they should trust to the sympathies of the 
employers. Mr. Plimsoll had done soon 
several occasions, but he would no lovger 
knock at the door of the en.ployers’ con- 
sciences, and the course he laid down for 
the British seamen to steer by was the 
true course. 

Mr. Plimsoll's health having been drunk 
with “three times three,” and “ one more 
for Mrs. Plimsoll,” with cries of “ Grand 
old man Plimsoll,”’ 

Mr. Plimsoll, in responding, said he was 
glad that there now existed a Seamen’s 
Union for two reasons—first, that it gave 
immense weight to his own efforts; and, 
secondly, that it would carry on the good 
work when his own head was laid low in 
the silent grave. He hoped it might be 
many years before that happened, but they 
were reminded of it by the loss of friends 
on all sides, right and left, that “here we 
have no continuing city,” and if anything 
could impress that with peculiar force on 
their minds that night, it was the sad in- 
telligence of the death of Mr. William 
Henry Smith. They knew that he (Mr. 
Plimsoll) was a Radical—(hear, hear)—and 
that Mr. Smith was a ‘Tory; but he was 
one of those Tories who wish well to the 
working men. He only gave it as an im- 
pression of memory, but he believed that 
when Mr. Smith entered political life he. 
wished to join the Liberals, but he was not 
good enough for the Reform Club to accept, 
but was gladly accepted by the Carlton. 
This he knew of Mr. Smith with regard to 
the 

HORRIBLE CRUELTIES 


of the oversea cattle trade, that when he 
(Mr. Plimsoll) asked Mr. Smith to receive a 
deputation on the subject, ‘ir. Smith was 
most considerate and sympathetic, and 
said he would gladly have given an oppor- 
tunity of pressing forward the Bill, but 
that it was utterly impossible owing to the 
press of public business. What then im- 
pressed him was the harassed and worn 
look on Mr. Smith's face, and he remem- 
bered saying to Mr. Wilson, as they left, 
“Tt would have been cruel to that man to 
have pushed the matter any further this 
session.” Mr. Smith's sympathies were 


WITH THE SEAMEN, 


and his help would have been had he 
been left. Mr. Plimsoll, in conclusion, 
strongly recommended the House of 
Commons to take a lesson in the conduct 
of business from the working men’s Parlia- 
ments. Many members of the House of 
Commons wasted a great amount of time in 
talking, in order to sacrifice at the shrine of 
their personal vanity, and for the sake of 
getting reported. In proposing the toast of 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


he wished it a speedy reformation. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. R. Cremer, M.P., responded. He 
could, he said, claim to be a working man. 
and although not a seaman, might perhaps 
address his audience as “fellow workmen,” 
for he was for three years apprenticed to a 
shipbuilder, and used then tu heat the piteh 
pot, and knew a good deal about the con- 
struction of a vessel. At one time he could 
have named every piece of timber in a ship, 
from the keelson to the deck. He had 
drifted from that into house building, to 
which he served an apprenticeship of six 
years, so that altogether he had served his 





apprenticeship to the ranks of labour. | 
When Mr. Plimsoll started his 


(Cheers ) 
crusade, he (Mr. Cremer) 
perfectly well the case of 


remembered 


A ROTTEN VESSEL 


that had been laid for several years in 
Southampton water, and was then pur- 
chased by an unprincipled scoundrel and 
brought to the yard he was engaged in, 
something like £50 or £60 being spent in 


{ 


patching her up—or rather painting over | 


her defects—she was sent to sea and 
nothing more ever heard of her. (‘‘ Shame.”) 
Hundreds of such cases had been brought 
to light in that remarkable volume of Mr. 
Plimsoll's, which he (Mr. Cremer) treasured 
and intended to preserve as long as he lived. 
(Cheers.) Now some of the 


OLD UNIONISIS 


—and he said that with respect to the 
younger Unionists—used to wonder whether 
anyone would be able to organise two great 
branches of the industrial world—one the 
agricultural labourers, and the other the 
seamen. Both of those problems had been 
solved within the last few years. In regard 
to the seamen, how they ever had managed 
to organise such an extraordinary Union as 
that they had to boast to-day was to him 
almost inconceivable. In addition toorganis- 
ing ability there must have been 


INDOMITABLE ENERGY 


on the part of someone, and he presumed 
great credit was due to the boss of the 
show, the general sceretary. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Plimsoll called for three cheers for 
Mr. Wilson, which were heartily giver. 

Mr. Cremer continued that the Hougs of 
Commons was at the present day much 
more amenable to the voice of public opinion 
than it used to be. and instanced, as a 
remarkable case of this, the dropping of the 
Petroleum Bill last sessi-n, mainly in conse- 
quence of the number of petitions against 
it. Now, he dared say that some of his 
good friends who were a-piring to Parlia- 
mentary honours— (laughter) —thought they 
could do very much better than the 

PRESENT LABOUR MEMBER3 
had done; but he asked the working men 
not to be misled by what they saw—or 
rather did not see in the newspapers—for 
he unhesitatingly said that the press of the 
country in the main, absolutely 


BOYCOTTED 


the sayings and doings of the labour mem- 
bers in the House of Commons, and Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. Mann must be prepared for 
that, for the press did not want more men 
of the type in the House of Commons. 

Mr. Plimsoll: They'll have them though. 

Mr. Cremer: And to prevent it they 
naturally boycotted those who were there, 
so as to create suspicion and distrust among 
the working men out of doors. To prevent 
the working men employed at the Houses of 
Parliament—painters, carpenters, labourers, 
and cleaners, who had been provided through 
the agency of a contractor —having a penny 
an hour deducted from their wages—he 
(Mr. Cremer) had last session, after five 
year’s struggliny, got the First Com- 
missioner of Works to stop that system, 
and now the workmen received the utter- 
most penny of the wages voted by the 
House (cheers); but he did not think that 
there was a newspaper in the kingdom that 
had recorded those efforts of his friends 





and himself and their victory. He said 
that the newspapers did not want the 
working men to know of the little victories 
of the labour members. With regard to the 


PAYMENT OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 


when first the subject was introduced only 
17 members could be found to record their 
votes in favour of it, but two years ago no 
less than 127 members voted in favour of it, 


| and only a week ago it was incorporated in 


the Liberal and Radical programme at 
Neweastle. If the Labour members had 
done nothing else but to force the Liberal 
leaders to take up that most democratic of 
all measures he thought they had done 
sufficient to entitle them to the gratitude of 
the masses of the people out of doors. 
(Cheers.) With regard to the 


“NEW UNIONISTS,” 


Mr. Cremer went on to say that he rejoiced 
to see that the seamen and the acricultural 
labourers had been brought into the ranks 
of Unionism, and would give them one con- 
cluding word of advice—not to allow 
jealousy or suspicion or rivalry to creep 
into their midst, ‘‘ Gentlemen,” concluded 
Mr. Cremer, “ have faith in your leaders.” 


Have faith in one another, and the heart of kind- 
ness show, 

As upon Time's flowing river in the boat of life we 
row ; 

Though rough may be the passage, and the sky be 
overcast, 

f we only pull together we shall brave the storm 

at last. 


(Loud,and prolonged cheers.) 

Mr. Plimsoll sail he wished to add a 
word with regard to the payment of mem- 
bers of Parliament. If Cabinet Ministers 
could take 

£5,000 A YEAR 


as a pension for the rest of their lives con- 
sistently with their dignity, he could not for 
the life of him see why men like Mr. Fen- 
wick, Mr. Burt, Mr. Cremer, Mr. Howell, 
and others like them, should not receive 
a modest £500 a year when they had been 
elected by their fellow workmen to serve in 
Parliament. Without making it general 
all over the House, it should be open for 
those members to claim it who could not 
find it convenient to sit as members without 
it. That might be a solution of the 
question. 
MR. TOM MANN, 


rising amid cheers, proposed “ The National 
Amalgamated Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union.” Being connected, he said, with 
a waterside industry, he had been brought 
into daily, contact with seamen’s difficulties. 
He was fully alive to the difficulties in the 
way of the formation of a Seamen's Union 
as only asmall percentage of them were get- 
at-able at the same time, but they had now 
the sailors holding their Congresses, 
and paving the way to score greater 
successes in the future. He always thought 
it his duty to look facts bluntly in the face, 
at the dark side as well as the bright, and 
unfortunately there was a very 
SERIOUS DIFFICULTY 

at the moment in the port of London. No 
less than 26 waterside Unions or trades had 
pledged themselves to support each other 
in the time of difficulty — (cheers) —and they 
were on the eve of what might prove a 
terrible catastrophe for somebody—whether 
it would or not depended on what was done 
in the next 24 hours, for there had been a 
complete block put upon their opponents 
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that day. (Enthusiastic cheers) He claimed 
that they bad been guided with due caution, 
but would act with boldness, courage, and 
if necessary dare-devildom; but they did 
not want to see a flare up, and it would not 
be—must not be—the Union's fault if it 
took place. The Unions had laid them- 
selves out for the settlement of the dispute 


BY ARBITRATION, 


and it remained for the employers to show 
the same spirit. Looking at the labour 
question generally, ha would point out that 
there was not much to be eulogistic over. 
He knew that press representatives were 
present, but he feared not the press, and 
would say that there were barely 2,000,000 
working men organised in the country out 
of a total of at least 8,000,000. Some 
wonld question the advisabil ty of his stating 
that, but it was his duty to, as otherwise 
false moves might be made. In conclusion, 
Mr. Msnn dwelt upon the necessity for con- 
certed action between Unions, and rejoiced 
in the presence at that gathering of such 
gentlemen as Mr Friend and Wr. Butcher, 
as evidence of the tpirit of brotherhood 
prevailing among the seamen's organisa- 
tions. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. J. H. Wilson, in responding for the 
Union, said that so long as forty years ago 
there was an important Union of seamen, 
which did good work for some years on the 
north east coust. Since 1879, many efforts 


had beeu made to found a Union, before | 


the present one proved successful, and at 
times it had been disheartening work ; at 
one time their efforts were 


JEERED AND SNEERED AT, 


for sailors seemed to think that the Board 
of Trade would do all that was necessary 
for the seamen. Purely local Unicns could 
never have been effective for seamen, who 
had no fixed port of call, but with the 
National Union he was a member at every 
port he went to. The influence of the 
Seamen's Union was so advanced, that now 
they did not wait for the Government to 
ask their opinion on a matter, but ventured 


TELL THE GOVERNMENT 


what they wanted at an early date. (Cheers ) 
As to guardiag against ambitious office- 
seekers, he had no objection to one man 
trying to get above another so long as he 
tried by doing good work, and not by 
pulling another man down. The new- 
Unionism be took to be this, that, when the 
docker was fighting for his tanner, the 
sailor would lay down his tools to fight 
with and for the docker —(cheers)—and, on 
the uther hand. the docker would take off 
his cvat to go to the rescue of the sailor. 
Had all the trades c.nnected with building 
gone on this principle, he believed that the 
carpenters would have got what they were 
now striving for. In the name of the Sea- 
men’s and Firemen's Union he thanked the 
delegates for the toast. 

Mr. Burgess proposed “The Trades 
Unions of the Country,” which was responded 
to by Mr. Cathery. 

Mr. O'Connor, of the Coal Porters’ Union, 
in proposing the toast of ‘The Visitors,”’ 
said the shipowners would open their eyes 
at what the Union could do if they saw the 
sailors aud firemen enjoying such a banquet 
as they had had that evening. 

Mr. Donnelly, organising secretary for 
Ireland, and Mr. Cuathery, one of the 
organising secretaries for Scotland, re- 
sponded, 





Mr. Cowie, editor of Searartne, in re- 
sponding t» the toast of ‘The Press,” with 
which his name was coupled, refer- 
ring to Mr. Cremer’s remarks as_ to 
the newspapers boycotting the work of 
Labour MP.’s, said that it was the 
capitalist newspapers that had done so. 
But now that Labour had its newspapers 
there were already symptoms of a change, 
even in the capitalist press, which was 
beginning to notice Labour more. and if the 
majority of working men were organised as 
the minority Low were, the ciptalist press 
would be compeli:d to treat Labour still 
better. (Cheers) He and his paper Sza- 
rarinG had experienced their share of boy- 
cutting, of which Mr. Cremer, M.P., had 
complained, but as long as the efforts of 
Seararixe to fight the seamen’s battle con- 
tinued to enjoy the c nfilence and suppors 
of the seamen, he gloried in such boyce otiing 
at the hands of their enemies, as that boy- 
cotting proved Szararine was a thorn in the 
flesh of the evil-doers. (Loud cheers.) 

Several songs well rendered by various 
delegates, one of whom accompanied 
admirably on the piano, enlivened the pro- 
ceedings, and after a most pleusant evening 
the company disperse1 at a late hour, not 
one individual being in the least the worse 
of liquor, a fact which proves that seamen 
can conduct themselves as well as other 
people, though the shipowners would have 
the public believe the contrary. It should 
be added that the dinner was excellent, aud 
that the menu cards were most artistic, and 
were ornamented with special designs, 
appropriate to the occasion. 


THIRD DAY. 


The minutes of the previous day were 
read and confirmed. 

A personal statement was then made by 
Mr. Garduer, in the course of which he said 
he had gathered that some of the delegates 
thought he ought to cea-e to hold his office. 
What would be the use of his going duwn 
to the Bristol Channel to see that the reso- 
lutions of the Congress were carried into 
effect, unless it was known to the members 
there that he was there with the confidence 
of the Congress. 

Mr. Beattie (London) said he was satis- 
fied that there were sailors as capable of 
doing the work, and he intended to have 
them to do it. 

Mr. Latimer reminded delegates that 
there was a time when sailors could not 
take the matters up, and otbers had the 
pluck and nerve to face the difficulties, and 
help to raise the Uuion to what it is now 
Therefore, he said that those who were 
iustrumental in bringing the Union to what 
it now is, should stand on an equal fvoting 
with all. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson reminded the Con- 
gress that at the time Mr. Gardner 
joined there was ‘a difliculty in getting 
secretaries, because no pay then attached 
to the office. He knew of the case of one 
who went down to Liverpoul, and for weeks 
could not raise the money to get a shave. 
(Laushter.) He (Mr Wilson) was then 
working for nothing, and pioneers had to be 
content with £1 a week; volunteers were 
few. At the time a Branch was wanted at 
Cardiff, and he did not know anybody 
there, the first thing he did was to con- 
sult the Trades Councii of Cardiff, and Mr. 
Gardner's name was given, snd he thought 
that a better man could not be got; but he 
did not ask Mr. Gardner to accept an 
official position in the Union—he asked him 


taries there. 





if he would assist a delegate there. Mr. 
Gardner, after he had made inquiries 
as to the effort being a bond fide 
one, and not a bogus ono, replied ‘‘Send the 
delegate down.” The delegate, the poor 
chap who was sent there was a sailor, and 
had uever been connected with Trades. 
Unions in his life; he did his best accord- 
ing to his humble abilities, but he found he 
could not do the work, and it was the unani- 
mous request of the then members of the 
Cardiff Branch that Mr. Gardner should take 
over the business ofthe Branch. As soon as he 
was appointed the offics-seekers—for the 
Union was then beginning to have a little 
money—who had been waiting outside 
until they saw which way the cat was going 
tojump, joined the Union. Then Mr. Gardner 
was objected to for being astonemason. He 
(Mr. Wilson) was sure that the remarks 
that had been made about Mr. Gardner 
were not creditable to them as seamen. 
(Hear, hear.) It was said that there were 
plenty of sailors capable of doing the work, 
but he had tried to find them. Those who 
raised the objection to Mr. Gardner had 
come in at the eleventh hour, and he 
thought that such men did not understand 
the difficulties encountered at the com- 
mencement. They did not merely want 
men for the posts who were good scholars 
and could keep books, but he knew that 
subscriptions went down at Branches in 
spite of there being good scholars as secre- 
In addition to that, they 
wanted men of energy, men who did not 
merely want to open an office at 10 to close 
it at 4. Those were not the men to build 
up a Union. He had seen a Branch where 
the contributions had been £12 local, and 
£10 non-local contributions, sink to £3 
local and 2s. 8d. non-local contributions, 
through a change of secretary being in- 
sisted upon. Now, he hoped that a resolu- 
tion would be passed with reference to 
Mr. Gardner. If he was to remain it must 
be with the sanction of this Conference, and 
he must go the Branches not as an usurper, 
but having some authority attached to him. 
A resolution expressing 


CONFIDENCE IN MR. GARDNER 


and confirming his appointment, was then 
carried unanimously (with cheers). 

The general secretary then announced 
that an invitation had been received from 
Messrs. Donald Currie & Co. for the dele- 
gates to inspect the s.s. //awarden Castle 
that evening. 


FULURE LEGISLATION. 


The consideration of Bills to amend the 
Merchant Shipping Act was then proceeded 
with. 

On the Bill relating to the constitution of 
Local Marine Boards, 

Mr. Wilson, in explaining its details, said 
that the proposal briefly was that the ship- 
owners suould elect six representatives, the 
seamen six, and the Board of Trade four, 
who should not be connected with ship- 
ping. Would that proposal be accepted by 
resvulution ? 

Mr. Harvey moved that the Bill be 
accepted as a whole. 

Mr. Wilson thought it desirable that the 
alterations should be considered separately. 
(Cheers) It was very creditable to him, 
but he did not want the Bill swallowed 
wholesale. 

The proposal of the Bill as to the mem - 
bers of tne Boards numbering sixteen was 
adopted with only one dissentient. 
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ROYAL 
NAVAL EXHIBITION, 


CHELSEA, S.W. 
Parron—HER MAJFSTY THE QUEEN. 
Open from 11 a.m, till 11 p.m. 





ROYAL NAVAL EXHIBITION. —Close to Gros- 
venor-road Station on the L. B & S C. and L. C. & 
D. lines. Within a few minutes of Sloane Square 
Station, from which omnibuses run direct. 

Special Road-Car Se:vice from the doors every 
6 minutes to and from Liverpool Street via Victoria 
Station, Westminster, Charing Cross, Strand, I.ud- 
gate Hill Bank, Broad Street. Fares to or from 
Naval Exhibition and Victoria Station 1d. Naval 
Exhibition and Chancery Lane 2d. Naval Ex- 
hibition and Liverpool! Street 3d. 

Unrivalled Attractions, and the following are 
some of the principal features :— 

Arctic Relics, Arts Gallery containing one of the 
finest collections ever got together—Historical 
Collections of Models of Ships «f War and Mercan- 
tile Marine—Full-size Models of H.M 8. Victory 
and Eddystore Lighthouse, on which will be burn- 
ing the most powerful light in the world—Monster 
Ordnance (guns ef 57-tons and 1!0-tons) Machine 
Gun Firing —Torpedoes—Exhihition of Diving, &e., 
—Lake, 250 ft. long by 150 ft. wide, on which 
Mimic Combats between Models of two modern 
Battle Ships will take place, and illustrations of 
Submarine Mining, &c., will be given—Nautical 
displays in the arena—Performances by the Sons 
of Neptune Opera Company—Aquatic Fireworks— 
Balloon Ascents—Monster Iceberg, containing 
tealistic Arctic Scenery, and Panorama of !rafalgar 
—Grounds Magnificently illumirated (thousands 
of coloured lights) Decoratic Lighting by James 
Pain & Sons. 

Hon. Sec. Capt. A. Jephson, B.N. 


MASTERS & Co. 


THE 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
REWFORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

price, and no abatement; also, being the largest 

buyers of Clothing in the Principality, can sell 
cheaper than smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & CO,, 


29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS & CO., 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 








THE BEST HOUSE FOR 


BAILORS’ & FIREMEN 8 BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE'’S, 
11& 23, VICTORIA DOCK RD., E. 


RSTARLISHED {867. 





SEAMEN VISITING SHETLAND 


SHOULD READ 


“SEAFARING,” 


THE ONLY PAPER THAT 


UPHOLDS THEIR CAUSE. 


To be had each week from 


HECTOR MORRISON, 
BOOKSELLER, &C. 
COMMERCIAL S1REET, LERWICK, 


Who keeps all that seamen want in the 
way of pens, ink, pencils, paper, books, &c., 
at fair prices. 





SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN'S UNION 
NOTICES. 





MEMBERS ENROLLED. 
WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 3, 1891. 


BooTtLeE —John Brennan, fireman; Edward 
McCalley, A.B ; W. Stafford, fireman; J. Woods, 
fireman; J. Richards, A.B; J. J ‘tarron, A.B.; 
Jas. McEwan, fireman; Thos. Fearon, firemen; 
Alec McClusky, fireman; Wm. Carroll, fireman ; 
Arthur Lynch, OS.; Wm. Oldfield, fireman; J. 
Key, fireman; Walter Dovey, trimmer; Jas. Dryle, 
fireman; ‘ohn Ray, AB ; Thos. Wafer, fireman ; 
Edward Wal h, fireman; Edward Carr, fireman. 


GLAsGow.—Thomas Mecirthur, fireman; James 
Sheppherd, trimmer: James Murray, trimmer; 
Deverio V. Autes, A.B; Wm. Howie, trimmer; 
Alex. Mctord, fireman; James Lewis. fireman ; 
M. Glasier, fireman ; James Corcovan, A B.; James 
Dempsey, A.B. ; Francis Fitzpatrick, trimmer; T. 
Fling, trimmer; Thomas ‘liril, trimmer; Francis 
Boyle, trimmer; David Mailer, winchman; Alex. 
Hughes, A.B.: Wm. West, fireman; L. J. Tabell, 
A.B ; John Smith, trimmer; Wm. McKinnon; 
Frank Taylor, fireman; Wm. Mo-re, A.B. 


TIDAL BASIN —Edward Phi»ps, trimmer; John 
R. Edwards. A.B ; Adolf Franks, A B.; Matth-w 
Ford, O.S.; Wm. Maxwell, trimer; Edgar Child, 
trimmer; Micbael Lynch, trimmer; A. Oslander 
fireman; J. Postlethwaite, trimmer; Charles 
Thomas, O.%.; Daniel McFairlane, fireman ; Alfred 


Delorne, A.B.; Thomas Ward, O.S.; Griffiths 
Richard, AB.; Sumuel English, AB.; Wm. 
Hughes, 0.S8.; Alfred Tuckey, trimmer; Henry 


Ward, trimmer; John Hemmings, trimmer; J. 
Marks, trimmer. 





GLASGOW BRANCH. 


Members will please note that the gencral weekly 
meeting will in future be held frst Tuesday of 
every month in Lesser Hall ¢ssembly booms, 
McLean-street (entrance by 81, Craiviehail-street, 
8.8.) and the second, third, and fourth Monday of 
every month in Good Tempiar Hal), 20, Bishop-st.. 
Anderston. Visiting members cordially invited.— 
Rost. McBRIDE, Secretary. 








PENARTH BsANCH, 
All commuricatiocrs to be eddressed “George 
Tucker, 32, Dock-rocd, Penarth,” who has been 
appointed secretary of this Branch. 





SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH 


Members arriving in the Tyne must take the 
responsibility of being backed out of their ships if 
they do not have their cards with them, or are in 
arrears. Anyone in arrears throuzh mi-fortune 
calling at the office will be received with civility, 
and arrangements made so that they can regain 
their former position.—D,. CLEMENT, Secretary. 





DUNDEE BRANCH. 


ToC. Wright, 7, Robert-street, West India-road 
Limehouse, London. or anyone who may know hi: 
whereabouts, please communicate with this Branch, 
as his services are required here.—C. W. MILLAR, 
Secretary. 





LIVERPOOL (No. 1 Branch), 


On and after October 1, telegrams from other 
Branches must be revly-paid, otherwise the same 
will only be answered in the ordinary course by 
post card or letter—by order of the Committee, 
Henry R. Taunton, Secretary. 





COPENHAGEN BRANCH. 


C. R. Czarnewsky, 11, Havnegade secretary ; 
H. Olsen. outside delegate. Meeting, Thursday, 
7pm. All English brothers are cordial'y invited. 





STOCKTON BRANCH, 


Crews coming to Stockton please note that the 
office has been removed to 10, lhistle Green, where 
the secretary can be found at anytime. Meeting 
nights, Monday and Frilay, at 7.50 pm. 





DEPTFORD AND ROTHERSITH: 
BRANCH. 

The Secretary will be at the office at 2, Chichester- 

villas, Lower-road, Deptford, every evening till 

8 p.m, to enrol members anq receive contributions, 





PORTSMOUTH BRANCH. 


The seamen of Portsmouth are hereby notified 
that the under:igned is appointed secretary for 
Portsmouth, and will meet the members and those 
wishing to be enrolled at the ‘Sheer Hulk,” The 
Hard, Portsea, every evening between 8 and 10. 
3ranch meeting nights, every Mouday evening, 8 
p-m., at the same place.—All communications ad- 
dressed to 33, Amelia-street, Landport.—JoHN 
FARQUHARSON, Secretary. 


NOTICE. 
SEAFARING PARCELS. 


As several complaints have been 
made that the persons to whom 
parcels of SEAFARING are sent 
do not receive them in time, and 
as there is reason to suspect that 
some persons are bribed by the 
seamen’s enemies to cause this 
delay, a formal complaint and request 
for an explanation should be im- 
mediately addressed to the Secretary 
of the Railway Company carrying 
the parcel whenever such delay 
may occur. 


ARCHIBALD COWIE, 
Editor, Proprietor, and Publisher of SEAFARING. 








Dog Watch Notes, Correspondence, Ships Spoken, 
Disasters, and other Nautical News are crowded 
out for this week.— EA. SEAFARING. 
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PROGRESS. 


As the annual meeting of the Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union is not over at the 
time we go to press, it is obviously im- 
possible to discuss its preceedings as a 
whole. That must be reserved to another 
occasion. Meanwhile, it is obvious that 
although in the matter of public hospi- 
tality the gathering has not been such 
a marked success as the Cardiff meet- 
ing of 1889, yet the meeting of 
1891 has done some most useful work, 
destined to be of enormcus va!ue to sea- 
faring folk and their friencs. The gather- 
ing, if it had done nothing else for the 
seamen, is most useful inasmuch as it has 
had the effect.of calling public attention 


t» some of the seamen’s wants and 
grievances. The London daily papers 
on the whole have treated the 
seamen on this occasion fairly well, 
with one or two exceptions. Not 


only have they reported the proceedings 
to some extent, but commented upon 
them with more or less sympathy, which 
shows that the seamen are getting too 
powerful now they are organised for even 
the capitalist papers to ignore. The 
St. James's Gazette, for instance, although 
a rabid opponent of all Unions, con- 
fesses :— 

Some real gricvances were “ ventilated” at the 
annual meeting of the Amalgamated Sailors’ and 
Fuemen’s Union yestersay. Jt is unhappily trae 
that in many British ships sailors are very badly 
fed 2ni shockingly lodged. ‘Ihe crew's quarters on 
a ca'tie-sieamer ora timber-boat cannot be mag- 
nificent, nor can the f od be sumptuous; but they 
mght be on ths vessels of a xeod many ship- 
owuers they are—fairly decent. Meanwhi.e it has 
been left for the brutal aristocratic Tory Govern- 
ment to look into them; which it has done, with 
so much more success than its sensitive opponents, 
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that Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, a Radical of the 
Raticals, at yesterday's meeting earnestly recom- 
mended *sezsmen and ail other working wen who 
cared for sailors, sailors’ wives, and _ sa:lo:s’ 
children, to do their very best at the next general 
election to keep the Conservatives in power.” 


The Daily News, 


says :— 


a Liberal paper, 


The Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union began its third 
Congress yesterday, in Essex Hall. Its three 
years’ history is, we are glad to say, one of steady 
progress and great promise. It turns out that the 
sailors and firemen are just as well qualified, in 
point of character and intelligence, to organise and 
conduct a great Union as any of the skilled trades- 
men on land who have beer practising themselves 
in this species of self-government for more than a 
generation. Sailors have even magisterial griev- 
ances that strikingly resemble some which agricul- 
tural workmen complain of. If the couniry 
labourer contends with his squire, or parson, before 
a Bench composed of squires and parsons, the 
seaman has often to fight his shipowner before 
a jocal marine board made up of _ ship- 
owners. It is simply scandalous that of 
184 members of such local boards, 143 
should be shipowners. The ‘workman magis- 
trate” is due; in fact, he has already made his 
appearance. A place must be found for the sailor 
or fireman magistrate side by side with the men 
of the more favoured class. These Unionists want 
justice—nothing more. There is nothing revolu- 
tionary, nothing confiscatory about them. They 
only want a fair dav’s wage for a fair day’s work; 
and less selfish, less inhuman conditions uncer 
which to perform that work. But these conditions 
do not, and cannot exist, so long «s ships are per- 
mitted to go to sea with their load-lines deep 
under water; so long as shipowners are permitted 
to over-insure their vessels; and so long as ships 
which Lloya’s refuse to class any longer are stil, 
with their cargoes and their human treight, com- 
mitted to the mercy of the wiad and waves. But 
these abuses must, aud will be swept away—though 
the sailors and the firemen have not much chance 
of redress so long as the preseut Government lasts 

These extracts from well-known papers 
diametrically opposed to each other on 
politics and party questions, serve to show 
how each political party would use the 
seamen’s grievances to further their own 
party ends. It is this competition on the 
part of rival bidders for the support of 
seamen and their friends that seamen 
have to profit by at election times, 
although, as we have repeatedly pointed 
out, until the law has been so altered that 
many more seamen than at present are 
allowed a vote at Parliamentary Elections, 
political parties will not give the atten- 
tion to the needs of the seamen which 
would be given were all the seamen voters. 

As will be seen from our | ngthy r- 
port, Mr, Plimsoll and Mr. Wilson had 
both most encoureging reports to give of 
the valuable work done by the Union 
during the last twelve mouths, in the 
teeth of the most formidatle opposition. 
This is another pont on which seamen 
may be congratulated, while they and 
their friends must also rej.ice to see the 
steps that are b ing taken in the direc- 
tion of further legislation to improve the 
lot of seafarmmg men. Confronted with 
such efforts, organisation, and men, wel: 
may the baser so:t of shipowners hate 
and fear the name of the Seamen’s 
Union, 


FRAUD BY A SHIPMASTER.—At Greenock, 
Oct. 5, James M Lachlan, ate masterof the cutier- 
yacht Samena, was Churged with havieg pretende 
to one of the clerks that he was withvut funds to 
pay the crew, on which he received £5, and which 
he appropriated to his own use; also that on 
Sept. 9, within the Commercial Bank, Cathcait- 
street, he received £15 with which to pay the crew, 
of which he embczzied £13 los. Pleaded guilty, 
and was sentenced to 60 days’ imprisonment, 








A CONSUL ON SEANIEN, 


The annual report of Her Majesty's 
Acting-Consul at the port of Hakodate, in 
Japan, dated April 30, 1891, has been 
issued by the Foreign Office with commend- 
able promptitude as a Parliamentary paper. 
Mr. Acting-Consul Longford's report tells 
us many interesting things about the Hok- 
kaide, the northern and least known of the 
Japanese islands; which goes in, not only 
for large railway extensions, steam shipping 
companies, hospitals, and excellent schools 
of every class, but even for such modern 
luxuries as public water works and a Home 
Rule movement: 

The most interesting part of this report is 
that which deals not so much with Hakodate 
itself as with the author’s general experience 
of the natural history of ‘‘ Jack Ashore.” 
The experience of which the results are here 
narrated was mainly acquired at Hiogo; 


which is one of the most important 
Eastern ports, being visited by some- 


thing like 5,000 British seamen on an 
average during the course of the year, 
and is also one of the most dangerous 
as regards the temptations to misconduct 
there held out. Grog shops cf the vilest 
description, kept both by foreigners and 
natives, are found at every corner; and 
their touts are constantly on the watch at 
the landing place, and ply their trade with 
no interference whatever from the Japanese 
police. The native boatmen in the harbour 
are also always ready to sell the maddening 
concoctions they call spirits, over the ship's 
side, to seamen, taking payment in clothes 
or anything that is offered ; and they are 
always at hand to help Jack in deserting or 
getting on shore without leave. And yet, 
notwithstanding all these temptations, Mr. 
Longford states that there was only a single 
case of misconduct on the part of any sea- 
man of the British Navy during the year, 
although some 2,540 visited the port, many 
for long periods, and enjoyed most liberal 
leave of absence on shore. And the same 
high praise is accorded to the seamen, more 
than 4,000 in number, of British merchant 
steamers visiting the port during the same 
period. On the other hand, though only 
between 300 and 400 seamen of Pritish 
sailing-ships came under observation, not 
only were breaches of discipline among 
them most common, but also charges of 
misconduct on shore—drunkenness, riotous 
and disorderly conduct, assaults, damaging 
property, etc. — were frequently made 
against them by the Japanese police, and 
in many instances fully established. 

Several causes are assigned by Mr. Long- 
ford for this rather curious difference 
between the crews of British steamers and 
those of British sailing-vessels. One of these 
alleged causes will rather astonish Sir Wil- 
frid Lawson. It is, that the men-of-war’s 
men, and in some cases the steamers’ 
crews, have been able while on board to 
get (if they wished it) their daily allowance 
of grog. and consequently do not rush so 
madly into the Japanese grog-sh ps as 
their sailing-ship comrades, who, as a rule, 
get very little grog while at sea. But, 
icdeed, if Mr. Longford’s experience at 
Hiogo of the conditions of service in some 
British sailing-ships is at all a fair specimen 
of the whole, it is clearly high time that 
the necessity for reform in this respect 
were forced on the attention of shipowners. 
Mr. Longford declares that these men are 
sometimes at sea for five or six months at a 


time ‘deprived of all spirits” (that is his 
first grievance!), fed on salt junk with no 
tinned provisions, nor vegetables, nor fruit 


—leave on shore most grudgingly 
given, and when it is given, for a 
very short time, only the smallest 


advances of wages granted. There is need 
for reform in these sailing-ships, he says, in 
matters alike of diet, of leave of absence, 
and of payment of wages. As regards diet, 
he adds, ‘‘I have seen in some ships, and 
especially in United States ships, a weekly 
scale of the most varied nature, in which 
the food on no two days was alike, and by 
which suchthingsas butter, marmalade, pota- 
toes, preserved instead of salt meat, curries, 
canned vegetables, and fruit were provided ; 
and there should be no difficulty in substi- 
tuting a scale of this or similar description 
for that at present almost invariably found 
on the articles of British ships, which is as 
old as the Merchant Shipping Act itself, 
and was adopted at a time when the pre- 
sent high art of preserving was entirely 
unknown.” And if to this improved scale 
of diet, Mr. Longford thinks, a daily dole 
of spirits were added, no harm would be 
done to the cause of temperance ; for “ few 
men can be made permanently temperate 
by a total abstention that is forcibly im- 
posed for a period, and when that force is 
removed, full indulgence is given in most 
cases to the craving which has beex nourished 
by long deprivation.” 


A veRDICT of accidental death has been returned 
at the inquiry held at Poplar into the circumstances 
atte.ding the death of John Henry Lambert Ran- 
same, late chief engineer of the steamer Tanfield, 
of South Shields. The deceased was found dead 
in dry dock. No foul play or temporary incapacity 
on the part of the deceased was suggested, and it 
was considered probable that he accidentally 
walked into the dock. 
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Continued from page 8. 

Mr. Wilson then asked if the Congress 
approved of the Board of Trade appointing 
four. His opinion was that they should, 
as then there would be four suitable per- 
sons to be a balance between seamen and 
firemen. (Hear, hear.) 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Wilson said the next provision 
was :— 

And the owners of foreign-going ships and of 
home-trade ships employed in carrying passengers 
registered at the port shall elect six members, and 
such elections shall take place on the fir-t day of 
November next, after the passing of this Bill, and 
every November in each succeeding year. 

Mr. Priest moved, as an amendment, 
to strike out the words “in carrying 
passengers,”’ as being too ambiguous. 

Mr. Wilson considered that it was not 
confined to such vessels. 

Mr. Begg thought that the words “ or 
cargo,” should be inserted after “ pas- 
sengers.” (Hear, hear). 

The Chairman: “ Registered at the 
port.” There you have it all in a sentence. 

Mr. Wilson pointed out that this dis- 
cussicn was to safeguard the interests of 
the shipowners, who would take care of 
themselves, 

The addition of the words “or cargo,” 
was carried by 37 to 14, and the section of 
the Bill adopted. 

LOCAL MARINE BOARDS. 

Mr. Wilson said the next section was: 

And ths seamen shail elect from their body six 
f£eamen or persons to represent them on such Local 
Marine Boards, the nominations for the seamen’s 
candidates to be sent in to the superintendent of 
the Local Marine Bo:rd three weeks before the 
election, who shall cause notice to be given thereof 
by bills being posted in ncar proximity to the 
shipring. 

Mr. Addison moved, and Mz. Griffiths 
seconded, that this be adopted. 

Mr. Butcher moved an amendment to 
add “such seamen to be nominated by bond- 
fide seamen’s associations, recognised by 
the Board of Trade.’ His reason for the 
amendment was that at the time the Life- 
Saving Appliances Committee was formed, 
he believed he was the only bond-fide 
Trades Unionist that was elected on that 
committee, and he had since found that 
nominees from bogus Unions were nomina- 
ted. 

Mr. Wilson said that the very course 
suggested was the very one adopted by the 
Board of Trade, with the result that bogus 
Union representatives were appointed on 
the Life-Saving Appliances Committee, 
with the exception of Mr. Butcher. When 
the Life-Saving Appliances Bill came before 
the House of Commons, at the request of 
the North of England Seamen’s Society, 
the words by “ bond-fide Seamen's 
Unions, recognised by the board of Trade ” 
were put in. As soon as ever that Bill 
became law, about four societies that had 
not been heard of for years all of a sudden 
were found to be alive and kicking, and 
their candidates were brought forward at 
once. The Amalgamated British Seamen’s 
Society was one, but it had not sent ina 
return since 1882, and this was in 1888. 
The other was the Seamen's Vigilance 
Society, and it was as dead as a door nail, 
but was all of a sudden fvund to be alive 
and kicking. ‘They protested to the Board 
of Trade, and insisted that an inquiry 
should be made into the bond jides of those 
Societies. 
the Board of Trade the opportunity to serve 
them so again? 

The amendment was then withdrawn. 

The words as drafted were agreed to. 








Were the seamen going to give | 


Mr. Wilson then moved the retention of 
the words: ‘ No able-bodied seaman shall 
be allowed to vote unless he can comply 
with the Rating of A.B.’s Act, 1880, and has 
not been more than six months ashore prior 
to the election ” 

Tne Chairman protested against the last 
words of the proposition. He was of 
opinion that if a man was a sailor he ought 
to be qualified to vote. He paid his sub- 
scriptions and he claimed as much right to 
vote as any man who went to sea. 

Mr. Wilson said there were two sides to 
the question. It would be possible, if the 
matter was left open, for a shipowner to 
scrape together all the bummers and loafers 
that surrounded the sea service, and put in 
men who would not represent the seamen. 
There were boarding-masters in Cardiff 
who could rake up mvre men than the 
sailors could 

Mr. Ward, Hull, moved that the words 
‘‘and has not been more than six months 
ashore previous to the election.” 

Mr. Butcher seconded, and Mr. Clements 
suyported, Mr. Ward’s proposal. 

Mr. Friend said that if they were to be 
democratic, let them show their democracy 
in the cour:e they adopted. If they were 
to advocate one man one vote, no limit 
should be placed upon it, provided the man 
was a bond fide seaman. 

Mr. Wilson said he was prepared to sacri- 
fice his vote in order to protect the in- 
terests of the men who went to sea, and to 
stop unscrupulous boarding-masters from 
getting a monopoly of the representation. 

On a vote, the proposal of Mr. Ward to 
leave out the words was agreed to by 39 to 
19 votes. Similar words in regard to fire- 
men, tirmmers, and ccoks, were also left 
out. 

The remaining provisions of the Bill were 
agreed to without discussion, and were as 
as follows :— 

The seamen’s representatives shall not be certifi- 
cated officers. The seamen’s votes sha | be counted 
in the presence of the candidates by the officials of 
the Mercantile Marine Office under the directions 
of the chief superintendent of the district, such 
elections shall take place on the first day of 
November ia each succeeding year, and such ap- 
pointments as aforesaid shall take place witbia 
one month after such elections, and upon the con- 
clusion of such month, and the constitution of a 
board, the functions of the then existing board 
cease, and the boird, consisting of the members 
then newly elected and appointed, takes its place; 
and any occasional vacancy caused in the intervals 
between the general elections and appointments, 
by death, resignation, disqualification, or other- 
wise, is to be filled up within one month after it 
occurs; and every person elected or appointed on 
an occasional vacancy continues a member untii 
the next constitution of anew board. The mayor 
or provest fixes the place and mode of conducting 
the election of the shipowners’ repre-entatives. 
The chief superintendent of the Mercantile Marine 
Office fixes the p!ace and mode of conducting the 
election of the seamen’s representatives, and also 
on occasional vacancies the day of election, and 
they shall give at least ten days’ notice thereof. 
The Board of Trate has power to decide any ques- 
tion raised concerning such elections. 

On the motion of Mr. Clements, South 
Shields, seconded by Mr. Ward, Hull, the 
Bill as amended was unanimously adopted. 


ACCOMMODATION FOR SEAMEN ON SHIPS. 

The Congress next considered a Bill to 
‘“amend the accommodation provided for 
seamen on merchant ships,” 

Mr. Wilson explained that the Bill con- 
sisted only of one clause, as follows :— 

1, From and after the thirty-first day of October, 
one thousind eight hundred and ninety-two, the 
two hundred and thirty-second section (sub- 
section 1) 2nd part of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1854, shall be amended as follows:—Every 





ee 


place in any ship occupied by seamen or appren- 
tices, and appropriated to their use, shall have for 
every such -eaman or apprentice a space of not 
less thin 120 cubic feet, and of not less than 18 
superticial fe-t, measured on the deck or floor of 
such place, and no paint locker or oil stores shall 
be allowed inside of space so allotted to seamen, 
nor in clo-e proximity, unless partitioned off by a 
permanent bulkhead, air and watertight, and no 
hatchways or other accessories to the hols or 
peaks of ship shall be allowed in the enclosed 
space allotted to seamen; and attached to the 
forecastle there shall be provided a room contain- 
ing an air space of not less than 250 cubic feet, 
which shall be shut off from the seamen’s sleeping 
accommo%a ion with an airtight and watertight 
bulkhead, but in close proximity to same, for the 
purpose of the seamen drying and hanging all 
damp clothes and oilskins. 


Mr. Wilson, referring to the latter part 
of the clause, said the reason why it was 
inserted was that it was not thought right 
that in the small spaces provided for the 
men to sleep in should be used for hanging 
up damp clothes and oilskins. ‘This was a 
provision which he was sure the public as 
well as the sailors would sympathise with. 

On the motion of Mr. Steel, seconded by 
Mr. Harvey, the Bill asread was unanimously 
adopted. 


BRINGING HOME DISTRESSED SEAMEN. 


A Biil to “ amend the law with reference 
to the conveyance home of distressed sea- 
men from foreign and Colonial ports.” 

Mr. Wilson explained that the Bill pro- 
posed to amend Section 210 of the Mer- 
chant Shipping Act, 1854. The first 
sub-section provided :— 

(1.) Any seaman left in a hospital abroad through 
injuries he may have sustained on board of ship by 
accident or through climatic diseases, or other 
sickness which he may not have coatributed to, 
shall be sent home at the expease of the owners 
of the vessel from which he has been discharged, 
without any deduction from his wages for hospital 
or medical attenitance, and his wages shall con- 
tinue to be piid (with the exception of the time he 
shall be under medical treatment: in hospital, or in 
the event of him engaging on board any other ship 
as seam2D), 


Mr. Harvey moved, and Mr. Ward, Hull, 
seconded, that the words ‘‘ with the excep- 
tion of the time he shall be under medical 
treatment in hospital,’ be deleted. 

Mr. Wilson thought that on reflection the 
delegates would not agree to the amend- 
ment. A man might lie a year in a hospital 
abroad, and he was afraid the House of 
Commons would not be likely to compel the 
shipowner to support the man all the time 
he was abroad. It might also be possible 
if a man was to be paid the whole time he 
was in hospital, he would not be in a hurry 


to get better. (Laughter.) He thought 
the proposal in the Bill was a very 


reasonable one. 

Mr. Harvey thought that at all events 
the sick sailor should have half-pay while 
he was in a hospital abroad. 

On a vote, the sub-section read by the 
general secretary was agreed to. 

The remaining two sub-sections were 
passed without discussion, viz. :— 


(2.) The master oa placing such seaman in any 
hospital with the sanction of the British Consul, or, 
in the absence of such consul or officers, two 
respectable m+rchants, or any other offic r having 
autho ity in any British p *sessions abroad, shall 
deposit wth such consul, merchant, or other 
authorities a sum of woney sufficient to defray the 
expenses of such seamin bound to the United 
Kingdom. 

(3.) In addition to a sum of money equivalent to 
the wages which he wouid earn on an average 
voyage—which he would have earned from the 
port at which he was left to the United Kingdom 
—(without any deduction for hospital expenses, 
which must be defrayed by the owners of the ship 
from which he may have been discharged), 
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On the motion of Mr. Flynn, seconded by 
Mr. Devine, the Bill was unanimously 


adopted. 
PROVISIONS SUPPLIED TO SEAMEN. 


Mr. Wilson said they now came to a Bi'l 
to “amend the law with reference to the 
provisions supplied to seamen ”—good old 
provision scale—(laughter)—long looked 
for come at last. (Cheers) The scale was 
before the members of the Congress, and 
he thought they would not complain, 
while it was not too much, it was 
not sufficient. A large number of ship- 
owners who read the scale were satis- 
fied with it, and would adopt it, but they 
would not do so till the other owners were 
compelled to adopt it. The Biil also pro- 
vided as follows :— 

Should any master or owner neglect to provide 
sufficient quantity of stores to last the intended 
voyage, and the crew in consequence should bz 
cowpelled to acceot a reduced scale, if it should 
be proved to the satisfaction of any court of law in 
the United Kingdom having jurisdiction, or to any 
Consul or officer abroad, the master or owner shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeaing fifty pounds. 


The reason why that provision was inserted 
was that a large number of ships started 
on what was a six months’ voyage, with 
three months’ provisions on board, and they 
did not think that was gocd enough. 
Sufficient provisions should be carried for 
the whole voyage. It was also ridiculous 
that a steamer going on a passage of 16 or 
17 days should run short of provisions, 
and cases of that kind had been brought 
to his notice. There was no guarantee 
against the engines of a steamer breaking 
down, or against a vessel being delayed by 
foul weather ; and there ought to be suffi- 
cient provisions on board to last the 
intended voyage. 

Mr. Bird (Hull) moved, and Mr. Ward 
(Tidal Basin) seconded, that the clause as 
read be accepted by the Congress. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Smith, of Grays, 
it was agreed, for the benefit of many s¢a- 
men who had conscientious scruples, to 
change the Thursday diet for Friday, and 
vice versa. 

Mr. McGregor was of opinion that the 
penalty provided in the clause was insufli- 
cient, and moved that it be increased to 
£100. 

Mr. Johnston supported the amendment, 
and said he would be glad if the penalty 
could be accompanied with imprisonment. 

The amendment to increase the penalty 
to £100 was agreed to unanimously. 

The Bill as amended was then adopted. 


TIMBER DECK-LOADING. 


The Congress next took up the considera- 
tion of a Bill to ‘‘ Prevent the deck-loading 
of timber in winter, and to limit the 
amount carricd in summer to 3 feet on the 
upper decks of steamers and sailing ships 
from the Baltic and Atlantic ports.”’ 

Mr. Wilson explained that the Bill pro- 
vided that “British or foreign ships shall 
not carry in summer months to any 
port in the United Kingdom more than 
three feet of timber on upper decks. It 
shall also be illegal for British ships to carry 
more than three feet to any foreign 
port or British possession abroad.” They 
were not in a position to interfere with 
foreigners at foreign ports, but they could 
prevent foreigners coming to ports ia this 
country with 8 or 9 ft. or more of deck 
cargoes by imposing a fine uponthem. The 
Bill also prohibited the carrying of any 
deck cargo by British ships in the winter 





months Deck-loading as was carried on 
at the present time by some owners, was a 
disgrace. They would load to the masthead 
if they could. 

Mr. Neilsen, of Norway, related some 
experiences of deck-loading from Baltic 
ports, and argued that they ought to pro- 
tect British shipping interests against the 
foreigners, who should not be allowed to 
run them out of the market. 

Mr. Allison, Tower Hill, mentioned 
several instances of vessels which he said 
he had seen arriving at the mouth of the 
Thames laden as high as 16 or 17 ft. above 
the deck. 

Mr. Wilson stated that sub-section 2 of 
Clause 1 provided— 

(ii.) Any wood goois carried in contravention of 
the said section as hereby amended sha'l be for- 
feited to Her Majesty, and may be seized and de- 
‘ained by any o'ficer of Customs or officer of the 
Board of Trade without prejudice to any presecu- 
tion or other proceeding for a penalty. 


Clause 3 provided as follows :— 


3. And for acting in contravention of this Act 
abroad the master of the s!ip and also the owner, 
if heis privy tothe offence, shall beliabletoa penalty 
not exceeding five pounds for every cubic foot of 
wood g:ods carried in contrav-ntion of section 
“d,” abroad, and such penalty may be recovered 
by an indictment preferred by any of the crew of 
the said ship on her arcival in the Unitea Kingdom. 

The various clauses were agreed to and 
the Bill adopted. 


CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAMS. 


Mr. Wilson read the following telegrams: 
“The council of the National Amalgamated 
Coal Porters’ Union sends you greeting, 
and wishes your Congress the greatest suc- 
cess,—Brill, president.” Mr. Tyrell, god- 
father of the Dublin Branch, wired: “ May 
wisdom, prudence and moderation guide 
your councils, and heaven will bless your 
efforts.—P. A. Tyrrell, godfather.” (Laugh- 
ter.) A third telegram was in these terms: 
“ Railway men in annual congress at Bir- 
mingham assembled, send fraternal greet- 
ings wishing your Union every success, and 
that a closer bond of union may soon exist 
between the two largest trade societies 
engaged in transportation.— Harford, Gen. 
Sec.” (Cheers.) 

The alteration of rules was then pro- 
ceeded with and the Congress rose at four 
o'clock. 


VISIT TO A MAIL LINER. 


At the invitation of Messrs. Donald 
Currie & Co, the delegates, after the rising 
of the Congress on Wedneslay, viritad the 
splendid steamship Hawarden Castle, of 
the Castle Ling, lying at the East India 
Docks. The delegates were conveyed from 
Essex Hall by brakes to Blackwall, making 
a short stop at the Green's Home Branch 
on the way down. They arrived on board 
at 5.45 p.m., and were introduced to the 
officers by Mr. A. Mercer (secretary of the 
Green’s Home Branch of the Union) The 
visitors were received and welcomed on 
board by Captain Duncan, commander, 
Mr. Doudy, chief officer, Mr. Reamy, chief 
steward, and Messrs. Ross and Mactarlane, 
of the engineering department. The ship 
was brilliantly illuminated throughout by 
electricity, and eversthing presented the 
appearance of cleanliness and comfort. The 
visitors were more than surprised at the 
provision made both for the comfort and 
safety of passengers and crew. F'orecastles, 
steerage, saloons, engine room, and stoke- 
hold were visited. Before leaving the ship 
the delegates mustered on the quarter-deck. 





Mr. J. J. Robinson, the president of the 
Congress, on behalf of the seamen and fire- 
men, thanked Captain Duncan and his 
officers, and Messrs. Donald Currie & Co, 
for the kindness with which the delegates 
of the Seamen’s Congress had been received 
on board. He had visited many ships but 
it was the first time that a captain had per- 
sonally conducted him through the cap- 
tain's own ship. ‘Three ringing cheers 
were given for Sir Donald Currie, Captain 
Duncan and the officers. 

Captain Duncan said thatit was a pleasure 
for him to have conducted the delegates 
through his ship. He had been himself at 
sea since he was thirteen years ol 1, beginning 
with smacks, and going on to other vessels, 
and latterly to a mail liner. He had always 
tried to make the lot of seamen under him 
as comfortable as possible, and concluded 
by wishing every success to the Seamen's 
Union. (Cheers.) 

The delegates afterwards visited a music 
hall, by the invitation of the proprietors, 
which concluded Wednesday’s proceedings. 


FOURTH DAY. 


On Thursday a Bill to amend the Mer- 
chant Seamen Payment of Wages and 
Rating Act, 1880 ; Desertion and Absence 
without Leave ; a Bill to amend the Pay- 
ment of Wages Act of 1854 and 1880; 
and a Bill dealing with the Rating of A.B.'s, 
were discussed, and adopted with some 
amendments, particulars of which will ap- 
pear next week; also a resolution on 
Deck Loading. The rest of the day was 
devoted to the consideration of the proposed 
alterations of rules and the centralisa- 
tion of the funds, which latter subject was 
under discussion when the meeting ad- 
journed till Friday. 


No LirusBuvoys ON Deck.—At the Rochester 
Police Court, on Oct. 6. Alphonse Shilling, master 
of the brigantine John White, was fined £12 11s. 6d., 
incluting costs, for not keeping life-saving 
appliances in his vessel in a position where they 
would be readily accessible vy those on board 
duriog the ship’s last voyage. ‘The lifebuoys were 
below in the forecastle, iasteal of being kept 
ready to hind on deck, and a lad employea on the 
ship was drowned at sea. 


TRINITY House AND DisTREssED SEAMEN.—At 
a mee ing of the Hull Boa’d of Guar lians on Sept. 
16 Mr. Newton si:id he was one of a deputa’ion 
which waited upon the Elder Brethren of the 
lrinity House sev ral months ago, when th: Elder 
Brethre: were a-ked if they hai tiken iuto con- 
sideration the cases of Captain Palfreyman and A. 
B. Laycock, two mea of good character, and, so far 
as the guardians could understand, eligible for the 
relief of the Trinity House. Mr. Sollitt (the clerk) 
had informed him that an answer had: been re- 
ceived to the effect that the Trinity House coud 
not consider th? cases mentioned. They did not, 
however, say on what groun!s they refused, 
and he thought that the guardians had a 
right to kaow why a sailor who was eligible to be 
e.tered as a persioner on the Trinity House 
was allowed to remain in the workhouse at the 
expense of the ratepayers. If th~y looked at the 
statistics of relief given to old sailors, thy y would 
find thit it reached the stariling sum of £20,100 
during the last 60 years for the Sculcoates and Hull 
Unious alone. T.is was ratepayers’ money, which 
might be civerted from the stoulders of the rate- 
payers of Hull to these of the wealthy Corporation 
ot the Trinity House. Seeing what hai taken 
place, it was the duty of every member of that 
bo-rd to render all the assistance they could 
in relieving the rates of such a_ serious 
imposition. H+ would move that a letter be sent 
to the ‘Triaity House, asking them to tell the board 
on what grouads they refuse to take these men out 
of the workhouse. Mr. Turner seconded the 
resolution, which was carried unanimously, 
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(From Special Correspondents.) 


LONDON DISTRICT: 


At the usual weekly meeting of the Tidal Basin 
Branch, hrld Oct. 2. the mioutes and financial 
account heing passed, a letter was read from the 
D. W.R.& G L. U., offering us the loan of their 
banner to decorate the Essex Ha'l on the occasion 
of our Congress. A letter was also read from Mr. 
Donovan, secretary of Tower H ll Branch, invitiog 
us to attend at the unfurling of their banner at the 
Foresters’ Music Hall, on Friday, the 9th inst. After 
the correspondence had teen av cepted, the nomioa- 
tion of Executive Councillors and election of dele- 
gates tothe Congress were proceeded with, which 
resulted in Bro. Starkey being nominated for the 
Executive Council, end Bos. Asbury, Ward and 
King elected as delegates to Congre:s. It was 
reso.ved to suspend the usual weekly meeting, Oct. 
9, on account of the unfurling of the Tower Hili 
banner. 





MER‘EY DISTRICT. 


At the weekly meeting of Liverpool No. 1 Branch, 
Oct. 5, Mr. litley in the chair, Mr. W. Dickson, the 
auditor, read out the quarter's balance-sheet. The 
revenue account was evidently satisfactory, as the 
figures elicited loud applause, the total receipts for 
the quarter exceeding consi ‘erably £/00, with a 
substantial balance in the bavk. ‘The auditor 
addressed the meeting, and said that he was there 
so that if any member desired to ask any ques'ions 
with reference to the Branch accounts he would 
be pleased to answer them, he having carefully 
gone over every voucher fur payments made during 
this and t.e preceding quarter. The members 
signified their appreciation of his services by three 
hearty cheers and a vote of thanks. A letter was 
read, amid cheers, from Mr. P imsoll, sending his 
photograph with his signature as a presentation to 
the Branch at the request of the members. It was 
ordered that the picture be framed and hung ina 
conspicuous position in the meeting-room, and a 
vote of sincere thanks be tendered to our presi- 
dent. The balance-sheet for the week, which 
showed receipts of over £30, was passed as satis- 
factory. The next question which was dealt with 
was that of P. Carberry, a member of this Branch, 
who was on board the s.s. Ousel, and abseit:d 
himself without leave, having been paid half a day 
in advance, the vessel going away two hands 
short, thus inflicting wrong on the employers, and 
throwing extra work on the remaining members of 
the crew. The delegate, Mr. Noble, explained the 
case, and asked the Branch to deal with the case. 
It was elicited, however, that the man had some 
excuse in the fact that his wife was suddenly 
taken il', and he could not leave her at the time. 
Mr. Noble further stated that P. Carberry had 
refunded to him the halt-day'’s pay for repayment 
to the chief engineer on the vessei’s return, so that 
any suggestion that the absence was caused by 
dishonesty could not be maintained, Taking all 
the circumstances into consid: ration, the Branch 
decided nct to inflict a fine in this instance ; but it 
was remarked that if the chief officers and chief 
engineers of vessels carr,ing Union men would 
take the men’s cards when they ship and hold 
them whilst they are in service on board, many 
difficulties would be obviated ; and further, that if 
the owners of the vessels would take into considera- 
tion the bye-laws of this B anch, which were pub- 
lished in SEAFARING of Aug. 15, they wou'd see 
that the Union is desirous of dving what is right 
and just in all these matters. Resolutions were 
pissed authorising the payment of auditors’ fees 
and the quarter's dues to head office. It was 
ordered that the 10 per cent. commission on col- 
lections be paid to the Garston Branch collectors. 
The delegates’ reports were next taken, after which 
business the meeting concluded. 


At the weekly meeting of Birkenhead Branch, 
Oct. 5, the quarterly balance-s eet for quarter 
ending Sept. 26 w s submitted, and after every item 
therein contained had been proper:y explained, and 
after the secretary giving a condensed repo: t of the 
Branch's working for the past quarter, which was 
all that could be desired, the quarterly balance- 
sheet was unanimously accepted. It was decided 
that in future, in »he case of elections, the ballot 
be open only on nights of meeting. Tne secretary 
delivered a short address on the princip'es of Trades 
Unionism, pointing out the necessity of members 
doing all in their power to assist in the carrying on 
of the great work of the Union. 





Bootle Branch’s usual weekly meeting, Oct. 6, 
wasalargeone. Of late the meetings have been 
very large, and great interest has been taken in the 
business by the members, who have le rned that 
if they have a grievance the best place to air it is 
at the weekly meeting, and not the street corners 
as of yore. Every member is listened to with 
respect and patience, and a remedy devised if pos- 
sible. Bootle members please note. ‘The gas bill, 
a!so the bill for imvrovements to the Branch office, 
were passed, and the fee to be charged by the 
chartered accountant for auditing the past quarter's 
iucome aid expenditure was eyreed to, and the 
serretary was instructed to forward £100 to head 
office. The secretary mentioned that Mr. Nicho'sona, 
district secret«ry, was a candidste for municipal 
honours for the Everton aud Kirkdale district, 
where he had every chance of success, and asked 
for volanteers for canvassing, several members 
giving their names in. A box is at the Bootle 
Branch in which any persons havinz the interests 
of labour at heart msy drop contributions to he!p 
the battle of labour in November next. Mr, E, 
Pritchard was nominated by the Branch for the 
Executive Council. 

Boundary-street (Liverpool No. 4) Branch held 
its weekly meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 30, Mr. 
John Cnolly in the chair. A lengthy discu-sioa 
took place in regard to the bye-laws as adopted by 
the Liverpool and Boct'e Branches, and after the 
subject had been threshed out, it was resolved that 
we adopt the bye-laws as approved by the Bootle 
Branch. The secretary stated that Trades Council 
had adopted two labour candidates for municipal 
honours, one of whom was our district secretary, 
and hoped that everyone present would do their 
utmo-t to secure the return of both, especially of 
Mr. Nicholson. 


GLASGOW BRANCH. 


A special harmonic meeting of the Branch was 
held on Monday, 5th inst., in our n w hal's, 20, 
Bishop-street, Anderston, toiaaugurate the opening. 
In the abseace of Councillor Tait, from whom an 
apology was read, Mr. Robert Brodie, president of 
the United Trades Council, Glasgow, occupied the 
chair, supported on the platform by Mr. A. J. 
Huuter (secr-tary Tra‘es Council), Mr. RK. C. 
Grant, Mr. J. WeMorray (Ardrossan), Mr. McNaug-t 
(Greenock), Mr. Munro (of the Ra lway Servants’), 
and Mr. McBride (local Brinch secretary), Mr. 
Ruthven presiding at the piano. In the course of 
his address Mr. Brodie gave a brief résumé of the 
history of Trades Unionism, touchicg upon the 
various local influences which in the past history 
of the seamen’s cause had he!ped to retard the 
onward course of their prosper.ty, while pointing 
out remedies which lay at hand to strengthen and 
conserve the grand position they had already 
attained as a national combination, and urging 
upen them the necessity of going forward and 
following up the work which had been +0 success- 
fully bezun ia securing better conditions of 
labour. In the coursé of the evening several mem- 
bers and friends enlivened the meeting by their 
rendering of songs and recitations appropriate to 
the occa-ion. S'irring addresses were de ivered by 
Messrs. M-Nanght, Hunter, and Grant on the 
various phases of the labour question, and aftera 
most lengthy programme had been gone through, 
the proceedings concluded bythe usual vote of 
thanks and the singing of the time honoured 
“ Auld Lang Syoe,” which concluded one of the 
most brilliant and happy evenings that the mem- 
bers of the Glasgow Branch have enjoyed for a 
very long time. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Oct. 2, Mr. C. S. Nei'sen 
was voted to the chair Mr. Cathery, one of the 
organisers, in the course of an able address, 
spoke at length on the benefits to be derived by 
being a member of the Union, and thought that 
men who were in arrears of their contributions, 
were blind to their own interests by beirg out of 
compliance. As they would all have seen by Sra- 
FARING, he had been in Scotland la t week and 
visited the various Branches in the South of Scot- 
land. He spoke in high terms of the great head- 
way the Union was making in those places, every 
member having to show his card to the delegate ou 
signing in any ship. 


DUBLIN BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Bro. J. M. Maxwell 
presiding, minutes and correspondence having 
been read and passed, a long discussion then took 
place on the instructions to be given to the dele- 
gates attending the annual general meeting on the 
amendment of rules. Mr. °E. Donnelly, Irish 
organising secretary, spoke on the matter, and some 
private business having been disposed of, the 
meeting terminated. 





CARDIFF BRANCH. 


At the ususl Branch meeting Bro. Atkins presided. 
Minutes a: d financial accounts were read, which gave 
avery satisfactory statement of the week’s income, 
which went to show that our members bad still 
faith in their Union, and the work being done. On 
the motion of Bro. Conroy, seconded by Bro. Bush, 
the financial account was accepted. Correspon- 
dence was read from head office and the Cardiff 
Trades‘ ouccil, both being greatly discussed. There 
was no other business of importance. 


HULL BRANCH, 


At the usual Branch meeting Mr. T. Ward in the 
chair, it was resolved that the banner be allowed 
to go to London to the annual Congress 
demoustration, also that the delegates p'etge 
themselves to the best of their ability to look after 
it. It was also resolved that the delegates take 
every aliernate day on the shipping office for the 
purpose of inspecting Union men’s cards when 
signing on. 


SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting there was a fair 
attendance, and the chair was occupied by R. 
McCarthy. Minvtes, weekly report. and ccrrespond- 
ence were read and passed, including a letter from 
the secretary of the National Lifeboat Institution, 
thavking us for the donation of £2 11s. 9d., being 
half of the proceeds of a benefit concert in aid of 
the Infirmary and the Lifeboat. ‘lhis was received 
with respect, and it was hoped that all the Branches 
of the Union would do likewise, but more success- 
fully. The secretary sta'ed that at the last Trades 
and Labour Council they had selected two labour 
candidates for the Town Courc!l—Mr. G. T. Scott 
and Mr. J. Lyal!. A resolution was adopted, that 
we do our best to return tham at the head of the 
poll, and support them financially. It was decided 
to have our concert on Wednesday nights during 
the winter months, at 7 o’clock ; aamission by Union 
cards. Each member can briog in his friend. 
Good talent has kindly teen offered. The meeting 
was then opened for a social entertainment, which 
was a great success, and members are much satis- 
fied with the new departure. 


SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH. 


At tbe weekly meeting, Oct. 5, in the absence of 
the chairman «at the Congress, and the vice-chair- 
man at sea, Bro. Gear took the chair. The secre- 
tary read correspondence from Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
anent a case of «lleged cruelty on board ship, and 
gave an account of the steps he had taken in the 
matter, which waz approved by the members 
present. The outside delegate reported that since 
his Jast account of the banner fund, he had 
received from seamen of the Medway 5s. 6d., from 
fireman of Trojan 143., s.s. Mvgdalena, firemen, 
13s. 6d., seamen of citto 7s., making a total of 
£17 33. 6d. 


PORTSMOUTH BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Oct. 5, Mr. M. Golightly 
in the chair, the secretary ca'lei the attention of 
the meeting to the annual report, and read extracts 
showing the many difficulties with which the 
Executive had to contend in defending the Union, 
but the secretary was pleased to say that many 
weak-kneed members who had been deceived by 
the shipowners were now coming back to the fold 
and payiog up their arrears, they being ful:y alive 
to the fact that there is nothing but combination 
can pro‘ect them. The chairman referred to the 
geo work done by Mr. S. Plimsoll for seamen. He 
said th:t when going tu sea as carpenter, he had 
opened ca-ks of pork so rotten the pork had to be 
thrown overboird. But he was ple+sed to say that 
Mr. Plimsoll, backed by the Seamen’s Union, had 
done such work that now mvch of the rotten beef 
aod pork could not be put on board ship for sailors’ 
use. As the rrrsident of the Branch is now at sea, 
to fill that office Wm. Terry was proposed by Geo. 
Jeffree, seconded by Robt. Wilkinson, and carried. 


DUNDEE BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Oct. 5, the minutes and 
income and expenviture having been approved of, 
correspondence was next read, including a letter 
from George Knight, giving an explanation of 
what occurred between the mate of a vessel and 
himself, to the effect that had there been any mis- 
conduct on Knight’s part, the shipping master 
would not have ordered the master to discharge 
him. According to Knight, the cause of 
the trouble was that some officers of a steamer 
app:rently made it a practice to sail short handed, 
aod divice the money amongst themselves. If this 
is the method adopted by some of the officers, to 
augment their wages, it is high time that a law 
was passed to regulate the manning of steamers. 
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This case having been discussed Mr. James Smith 
moved that there was no misconduct on the part of 
George Knight, and that he was justified in speaking 
out as he did sgainst such tactics; seconded by 
Richard Bryan, 

Shipping very quite here. 

s.s. Peregrine, which has been sold to Colonial 
owners signed onacrew at £410s. and £4 15s. per 
month. 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


The president being at sea, Bro. James Clayton 
took the chair at the usual meeting, Oct. 5, when 
minutes of income and expenditure and correspon- 
dence were passed with the proviso that all printing 
be done at a Trade Union printers. After the 
secretary had addressed the members on the ad- 
visability of having ship’s delegates, it was agreed 
that the question do stand over for two weeks. 
After a discussion on the alteration of rules, it was 
also resolved that we forward our banner for the 
demonstration at Loudon. Several proposers and 
seconders having objected to their names appear- 
ing in the press, stating that they had sutfered 
thereby, it was resolved that no names be sent in 
any case alluding to dispute with masters, etc. 


ABERDEEN BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Oct. 5, Mr. R. 
Fraser in the chair, there was a large attendance. 
Minutes and correspondence were passed. The 
quarterly statement was read and considered fairly 
satisfactory as compared with last quarter. The 
income on contributions alone amounts to over £12 
better, apart from a few good enrolments, and it 
is pleasing to intimate that matters have taken a 
decided turn for the better. The meetings that 
have been held lately have been of a much higher 
and intelligent tone, which speaks well for those 
attending, showing that they are fully able to 
discern things on their merits which, in the end, 
yields the most satisfactory results and the most 
lasting. The secretary begs to express his deep 
sense of gratitude to those who have stood by us 
so loyally amid good and evil report, who have 
been tried in the furnace as Trade Unionists and 
came out of the ordeal clean and shining and 
more determined than ever. 


BANFF AND MACDUFF BRANCH. 


When Mr. T. D. Rennie, organising secretary, 
was on a visit to this Branch some time ago, the 
shipmasters and owners were under the impression 
that the Union would never flourish here. To-day 
they have another tale to tell. ihe seamen are 
now alive to the fact the owners who reduced the 
wages in the Moray Firth last year could do the 
same this, and so are not to be trusted. They 
will rather trust the Union, and get the same pro- 
tection which has been given to other ports. 
What Union “can offer the same advantages as 
their own? Members make their own rules, and by 
upholding them they can command better wages, 
better accommodation, and better treatment, and 
should misfortune overtake them the shipwreck 
claim is promptly paid to financial members, 
They are alive to the fact that the Load Line Act 
will give them a chance to float across the 
North Sea safely. Their president, Samuel Plim- 
soll, and the Union have forced mavy advantages 
from the bands of the owners and many more will 
follow. The seamen are poorly paid for the seven 
days a week, but the day is dawning, and victory 
will soon be theirs. Seamen should apply at once 
and get enrolled at reduced fee before the fee is 
raised. 


LEITH BRANCH. 


As I mentioned last week that Mr. Cathery was 
with us, and intended to address a meeting, I give 
below a report of what took place there, but before 
going into that, I wish to intimate that the com- 
mittee hope to be able to hold an open meeting 
once every month, not only for speeches, but they 
also hope to provide a night’s amusement, in order 
to attract the members during the coming winter, 
and as we have received promises of support from 
outsiders, and we have some good talent in our own 
ranks, we bave no fear but that these meetings will 
pass off successfuily. Further notice later on. 

One of the most pleasant meetings ever held 
under the auspices of the Branch was that of 
Thursday, Oct.1. The usual weekly meeting of the 
Branch was dispensed with in order to give Mr. 
Cathery full scope for his address. Mr. McKenzie, 
vice-president of the Edinburgh Trades Council, 
also consented to give a few remarks. In order to 
provide further attraction, the secretary secured 
the services of several friends who, with one or two 
of the members, provided a good entertainment. 
Bro, W, Scott was called on to take the chair, and 





after a few remarks, the first song was given, after 
which the chairman calied on Mr. Cathery, 
organising secretary, to address the meeting, Mr. 
Cathery, in the course of his address, said he was 
very pleased to see there were ladies present that 
night, and he hoped that the meeting that night 
would be a great blessing to the cause of the 
Union. Referring tothe Greenwich func, to which 
seamen had contributed for many years, he read a 
petition that had been presented by the old Sea- 
meu’s Union, requesting that some account be 
given of the money contributed to the fund. He 
said they had appealed to different Governments, 
but had never received a satisfactory answer, and 
until they had seamen representatives in the House 
of Commons, it was impossible to have these and 
other matters righted. He hoped they wou!d take 
this into consideration, and do their utmost to 
return seamen to Parliament. Gcing on to 
spesk of the Shipping Federation Benefit 
Scheme, he pointed out that Mr. Taws, in 
his evidence before the Labour Commission, 
admitted that the fund would be under the control 
of shipowners. Mr. Cathery asked them if they 
could believe that the owners were going to be our 
friends when they were our greatest enemies. It 
was only since the Union had started ard the 
men were banded together that the owners pre- 
tended to do anything for them, ard he would ask 
why could not they have given the seamen better 
food, wages, and conditions of Jabour long ago? 
But as soon as the men were united, they set to 
work to devise a scheme to break the men up into 
sections. It was the intention of the Union to 
try and get the Employers’ Liability Act extended 
to seamen, so that when a man lost his life at sea, 
his widow would be able to claim a greater amount 
than the £25 offered by the Federation. The loss 
of life in British ships was di-tressing compared 
with other countries, though they had secured one 
good point in the Load-line Bill, and they were 
now turning their attention to the cattle ships and 
deck-loading questions. He asked them to come 
into the Union, not because they could not get 
work without it, but in order to cement them- 
selves in one solid body for the betterment of 
their conditions of labour, He advised them to do 
their utmost to maintain a fair rate of wages, as 
he believed the time was not far distant when the 
wages in the United Kingdom would be at a uni- 
versal rate. He hoped that if they had any petty 
disputes they would not discuss them in the streets, 
but come tothe meeting, where they could have 
them settled. Mr. McKenzie, of the Edinburgh 
Trades Council, said though he had a previous 
appointment, he considered it his duty to come to 
this meeting as he had always taken a great 
interest in the doings of the Sailors’ Union, They 
had to be congratulated on having Mr. Cathery as 
their organising secretary, and after the able 
address given he was sure that good wi uid result. 
They knew what the Federation had done, and they 
need not look to it to better their conditions of 
labour. As to the Shipping Federation’s Benefit 
Scheme his opinion was that it was only a blind. 
He advised all those who were in the Union to 
prove to those who were outside the necessity for 
joining, as in his opinion the Shipping Fe‘eration 
could be more appropriately called a Blackleg 
League. Till men began to think for themselves 
there was no hope for them, and the time 
was coming when it would be the duty of the 
sailors and firemen of this country to return Mr. 
Plimsoll and Mr. Wilson to Parliament. In his 
opinion there wasno class of men who needed 
the Employers’ Liability Act extended to them 
more than seamen, owing to the number of lives 
which were annually lost. During the intervals of 
the speeches songs were given by Mr. Campbell, 
Bro. Messer, Bro. Brand, and two juvenile Irish 
comedians. ‘The secretary moved a vote of thanks 
to the speakers, who replied, and songs were given 
by Mrs. Brown (wife of the secretary) and others, 
after which “ Auld Lang Syne” was sung, and an 
enjoyable evening brought to a close. 


PORTSOY BRANCH. 


This Branch is now in full swing. Mr. T. D. 
Rennie, organising secretary, hasyiven the seamen 
a waking-up. Some have got their eyes open, 
while others are just beginning to think there isa 
screw loose. No wonder that ploughing the deep 
at 70s. per month is quite out of date. Much 
sympathy is fel: for old and infirm seamen, whodo 
not care to leave their home, but why live on so 
small an income, when the Union will maintain a 
larger monthly wage? ‘The seamen here will now 


rally around the flag of freedom, and the present 
wages will be maintained, and a larger wage be 
demanded, The paltry fee of a penny per day, to 
maintain wages, well found ships, good food, 
and shipwreck claim, as well as protection at any 
port, cannot be refused. The good the Union has 





done to large vessels is now within the reach of all 
small ports, and the lowered entrance fee this 
month shonid induce all those who respect them- 
selves, their wives and families, to join at once. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting Mr. J. Henderson 
gave a report of the last Trades Council meeting, 
which has given a subscription for the pur. ose of 
running labour candidates for the Town Council. 
The Branch decided then to give a subscription 
towards the same. A member then complained of 
some donkeymen who were working overtime and 
getting no pay for it. The steamers are at present 
running out of the Tyne. Were it not for other 
men having to suffer, they deserve to work and 
find their food for nothing. The secretary sub- 
mitted the quarterly balauce-sheet; the auditors 
also submitted their report, which were very satis- 
factory, snd were unanimously adopted. Mr. J. 
Cathey then complained of an article by “ Dodo,” 
which was condemned. 





aA RE ES, 


SEAMLESS, FOR ALL 


SOCIETIES, UNIONS, SCHOOLS, &e. 
ANY SUBJECT ARTISTICALLY PAINTED, 


ALSO 
SASHES, COLLARS, APRONS, BAND CAP8, CO4W- 
MITTEE BADGES, GOLD &TARS, TASSE!S, 
MILITARY, NAVAL, VOLUNTEER, THEATRICAL 
REQUISITES, and CLUB DEVICES, 
Order Direct from the Manufacturers, 


TOYE & CO,, 
18, LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON. 


SAFE ANCHORAGE, 


WHERE TO BOARD. 
UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 


Bo’ngEss,—Mrs. Baxter, Sailors’ Home, East Pier- 

head, 

Carpirr.—N, A. 8. & F. Union Home and Stores 
Hope-street, Custom House-street, 
and Bute-street, John Gardner, 
manager. 

Huuu.—N. A. 8. & F. Union Home, 5, Prince- 

street, Dagger-lane. 


Lonpox,—N. A.S. & F. Boarding House, Mra, 
Hicks, 13, Jeremiah-street, East 
India-road, 


Swansza.—E, Dann, 3, Strand. 








THe BABDCVUTORS oF 


P, DODGSON, 


Shipchandlers, Ironmongers, Blacksmiths, 
Tinsmiths, Coppersmiths, & Plumbers. 


SHIPPING BROW, MARYPORT, 
Warehouses: SOUTH QUAY & ELIZABETH DUCK. 


INQUIRIES SOLICITED. PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


JOSEPH YOUNG, 
FAMILY GROCER & PROVISION MERCHANT, 
QUAY SIDE, MARYPORT, 


Near Union Office, 
Seamen and Firemen supplied with all kinds of 
Stores, Best Quality, at Lowest Prices. 


SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO 
WEEKLY BOATS, 


MRS. HENDRICKSEN, 
24, Friar’s Buildings, Gorstorphine Town, 
SOUTH SHIELDS. 











EXCELLENT ACCOMMODATION FOR SEAMEN 


TOBACCONISTS COMMENCING, 
JEWELLERS, STATIONERS, &C. 
An Illustrated Guide (228 pages, 2d.) 
‘“* How to open a Cigar Store, £20 to 
£1,000,”—ToBAccoNnIsTs OUTFITTING 
Co., 186,Euston-rd., London. Nore. 


—A Prospectus onthe other Trades 
(free). Manager, H. Myers, Bastablished 1866, 
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SEAFARING MEN 
SHOULD JOIN WITHOUT DELAY, 


REDUCED ENTRANCE FEE, 


THE 


SAILORS AND FIREMEN’S UNION 


Great Britain, Ireland & otier Nations. 


Telegraphic Address : “ AGiTaToRs, LONDON.” 
PRESIDENT: 
SAMUEL PLIMSOLL, Esq. 


Among the chief objects of this powerful Union 
are :— 

To obtain reasonable Hours of Duty, and main- 
tain a fair rate of wages; 

To provide for the safety of Ship’s Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall be on 
board at the appointed time, and in a sober con- 
dition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness, Accident, 
and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims and 
defences, 

Full particulars may be had of any of the Secre- 
taries, whose names and addresses are :— 
AAruHus.—A. Nielsen, Agent, Office, 21, Nérregade. 
ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-st., 
sec.; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King-st., 
law agent. Meeting, in office—contributions, 7 

p.m. ; business, 8 p.m., Monday. 

AmMBLE.—QG. H. Guthrie, 1, New Bridge-street, via 
Acklington, sec.; John Mathews, Steamboat 
Inn, Amble Harbour, treasurer. 

AMSTERDAM, —H. Wienwhuizen, Waterloo Plain, 
secretary. 

ARBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—J. McMurray, Jun.,59, Glasgow-street. 

ARKLOW.—P. Bolger, Main-street. 

Banrr.—R. Barlow, Fife-street, agent. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.—E. Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
road. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 p.m., at office, 

Barry Dock.—J. Harrison, Kingsland-crescent, 
sec.; J. H. Jones, Esq., solicitor; Dr. Gore, 
medical officer, Barry-rd., Cadoxton; H. J. 
Morris, 7, Station-road, Barry Dock, delegate. 
Meeting, Thursday, 7.30, p.m., at Barry Hotel. 

BELFAST.—P. Clibbett, 41, Queen-square, sec. ; 8. 
M. Shaw, assistant sec.; Jas. Newell, outside 
delegate. Meeting, Thursday.7.30 p m., at office. 

BERGEN.—Johannesen, sec., Socialistiak, Arbeider, 
Forening. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

BIRKENHEAD.—D. J. Kenny, 12, Tayior-st., sec.; J. 
Kerr outside delegate; W. A. Tetlow, Esq., 
solicitor. Meeting, every Monday at 7.30. 

BLyTH.—James Heatley, 9, Market-street. Meet- 
ing, Tuesday evening, 7 o'clock, at Mr, 
Thompson’s Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’nEss.—Charles Campbell, Albert-buiidings, sec 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m. 

Boston.—Mr. Symonds, Castle Tavern Church- 
street, agent. 

BREMERHAVEN.—F. Fintchens, Buergermeister 
Sinit Strasse, secretary. 

BrisTou.—T. J. Dancey, 41, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, sec ; Dr. Walker, 115, New Cut, medical 
officer; Captain Langdon, €9, Queen-square 
treasurer; C. Jarman, delegate. Meetings 
Monday, 7.30, at The Ship, Redcliff Hill. 

BuckiL.—John Calder, Baron’s-lane, agent. 

BuRGHHAD.—John Harvy, Grant-street, agent. 

BuRNTISLAND.—J. Moodie, 12, Somerville-st., sec.; 
Alexander Mackintosh, Esq., 41, High-st., law 
agent. Meeting, Monday at 7 p.m. 

CarpiIFF.—John Gardner, district secretary for 
Bristol Channel, Pelican Club, Custom House-st.; 
F. Wilson, Branch secretary; George Denning 
and Edward Holbeck, delegates; Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, medical officer ; 
J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr 
Hunt attends at above Institute daily at noon. 

CoPENHAGEN.—Office, 11, Harnegade. Meeting, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

Corx.—T. H. Clark, 16, Anderson’s Quay, sec. Meet- 
ings, Monday and Friday, 5.30p.m. A. Blake, 
Esq., Mariborough-si reet, solicitor. 





CHRISTIANIA (Norway). — Olaf Olsen, branch 
secretary, 2, Raahusgaden. Meeting, Wednes- 


day, 8 p.m. 

Dover.— Albert Martin, 13, Commercial Quay, 
Charlton, sec. Meeting, 13, Commercial Quay 

DroGuEeDA.—R, Nugent, 15, Peter-street, agent. 
Meeting, Friday, 7.30. p.m. 

DuBLiIN.—M. Bolger, 50, Seville-place, sec. Meet- 
ing, Friday, 7.30 p.m. Gerald Byrne, Esq., 29, 
Lower Ormond Quay, solicitor. 

DUMBARTON.—J. McNee, Kirk-street, agent. 





DUNDALK.—L. Eveers, Quay-street, secretary. 
Meeting, Tuesday and Thursday. 

DUNDEE.—C., W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, sec. ; Messrs. Cowan & Dunbar, 3, Reform- 
st., Dandee., solicitors. Meeting, Monday, 7.20. 

DUNGARVAN.—J. W. Shaw, Bridge-street. 

*LEETWOoD.—J. Davidson, 8. & F. Union, corner 
of Dock and Albert-strects, sec.; F. Addie, 
Usa.. solicitor. Meeting. Vednesday, 7 p m. 

FRASERBURGH.—Alexander Noble, 27, Firthside- 
street, agent. 

GARSTON (Sub-Branch).—W. Wilkinson, agent, 
8, St. Mary’s-road. 

GLASGOW.—Robt. McBride, secretary, 13, James 
Waitt-street; R. A. Rennie, Esq, law agent, 
146, Regent-street; Messrs. Hillon,Baird, and 
Hill, outside delegates. Meeting first Tues- 
day every month, Lesser Hall Assembly Rooms, 
McLean-st., S.8.,and second, third, and fourth 
Monday of every month in Good Templar Hall, 
20, Bishop-street, Anderston. 

GLASGOW (South Office)—A Thomson, assistant 
secretary, 18, Plantation-street. Office hours, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and till 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

GLoucESTER.—A. E. Evans, 1, Raglan-terrace, 
Sudbrook, secretary. 

GooLze.—W. R. Chappell, 24, Booth Ferry-rd., Goole, 
sec. ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, 
Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Tues. and Fri., 7.30 

GOTHENBURG. — A. Bruce, secretary, No. 31, 
Stigbergsgatan. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m., in 
Bergsgatan 2+. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Edwin Cowie, 6, South Charlotte- 
st., sec. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. tol p.m.) Wm. M. 
Anderson, Esq., Grange-st., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address, 

Grays.—Wm. Wall 18, Charles-street. Meeting 
every Tuesday 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hotel, 
High-street. Mr James Longman, president. 

GREAT GRIMSBY.—Wm. Bennett, Unity House, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlailey-lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Swanbrow, 69, South 
Quay. Meeting at office Monday, 7.30 p.m. 

GRrEENOCK.—G. McNaught, 16, East India Breast. 

HAMBuURG.—H. Gehr, Hafenstrasse 79, secretary ; 
C. Stoemer, outside delegate. 

HARWICH.—J. Ayton, secretary, Ship Inn, King’s 
Quay-st. Meeting, Friday, 7 p.m. 

Huuu.—T. Carr, Unity Hall, and Office, 11, Pos- 
terngate, secretary ; A.Olark, and W. Brown, 
outside delegates; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, solicitor. Meeting nights, Tues- 
day and Friday, at 7.30, in Unity Hall. New 
Office opened in Hotham-st., near the Bridge, 
Alexander Dock, Hedon-rd. Office hours, 12 to 
4, Steam Trawl Engineers’ Branch, 65, West 
Dock-avenue ; J. G. Ruunacles, secretary. Meet- 
ing, Monday, 2.30 p.m. 

Kine’s Lynn.—C. W. Arnold, St. Ann-st., sec. 
Meeting, Monday, 8 p.m., at Royal Standard, 
Oounty Court-road. 


LEITH.—James Brown, 15, Commercial-street, 


(opposite Shipping Office), sec.; W. J. Haig 
Scott, Esq., 8.8.0., solicitor; Gilbert Archer, 
Esq., J.P., treasurer. Meetings, Thursday, 7.30 
p-m., in Labour Hail, 77, Shore, Leith. Tele- 
phone 555. 

LERWICK.—W. Spence, 23, Burgh-road, secretary. 

LimrricK.—F. Reynolds, agent, 24, Windmill-st. 

LIVERPOOL.—H. R. Taunton, 8, Price-steet, sec.; 
George Garrett and W. H. Noble, outside dele- 
gates; W. Atcherley Tetlow, Esq., 8, West- 
minster-chambers, solicitor, Meeting, Monday, 
7.30 p.m., at 8, Price-st. Telephone 2296. 
Auditor, W. Dickson, Esq., A.C.A., 25. Victoria- 
street ; medical officer, A. Stookes, Esq., M.B., 
1, St. George’s-square, : 

LIVERPOOL.—T. Connorty, 133, Derby-rd., Bootle, 
sec.; W. A. Tetlow, Esq. solicitor, Tele- 
phone 2674. 

LivERPooL.—John William McGovern, sec., 12, 
Boundary-st., North End, close to Shipping 
Office. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30 pm. 

LIVERPOOL(Collecting Branch).—R. Price, 35, Mills- 
st., agent. Members may here enrol for, or pay 
contributions for the Liverpoc] Branch. 

Lonpon (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch).— 
J. Garvie, 2, Chichester Villas, Lower-road, 
Deptford, secretary. Meetings, Monday 
and Thursday, 7.30 p.m., at Chicester Tavern. 

Lonpon (Tidal Basin).—F. Fowler, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tidal Basin, E., sec. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. Dr. Moir, 168, Victoria Dock- 
road, medical officer. Telephone No. 5214. 

LonpDon (Tower Hill).—J. Donovan, secretary, 17, 
King-st. (over Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms). Meet- 
ing, Thursday, 8 p.m. Telephone, 11,167, 





Lonpon (Green’s Hume Branch).—A. Mercer, 5, 
Jeremiah-street, East India-road, E., secretary ; 
A Palmer and P Power, delegates; agent at 
Millwall, Chas. Wheeler; Dr. Hope, medical 
officer. Meeting, Tuesday, 8 p.m., School- 
room, Plimsoll-street, Poplar. Telephone 6213. 

Lonpon (Tug-Boat Branch)}.—G. Donaldson, 10, 
Cold Harbour, Blackwall, secretary. 

LOWESToFT.—J, Linder,assistant sec.,4,St George’s- 
terrace, Lorne Park-road, South Lowestoft 

LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, secretary, Union Office, 
99, Foyle-st. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30. p.m. 

MALMO.—Axel Danielson, Nérregation No. 3b. 

MAryport.—F. F. Gant, Elliott yard, Senhouse- 
street, secretary. Meeting Monday, 7 p.m. 

METHIL.—Wm. Walker, Commercial-street. 

MIDDLESBRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, Market-place, sec.; Dr. Ellerton, 38, Gos- 
ford-st., medical officer; J. J. Bentham, Esq., 
68, John-st., Sunderland, solicitor; W. Gilchrist, 
3, Hopper’s-yard, Commercial-st, delegate. 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at Market Hotel; 
committee, Thursday. at 7 p.m. Telephone,5127. 

Montrose. — John Wood, 17, Ferry-street. 
Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 

NAIRN.-—Clarence Howe, Ythan Cottage, agent. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-1TYNE.—T Dunn, 5, Broad Chare, 
Quay-side; H. W. Newton, Esq., 2, -Elliason 
place, medical officer; R. Jacks, Esq., King- 
street, South Shields, solicitor; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, in office, 7 p.m. 

NEWPORT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-st., sec.; 
Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-st., medical officer ; Digby 
Powell, Esq., Dock-st., soliciter; Mr. G. Camp- 
bell, outside delegate. Meeting, Thursday, 7.3? 
p.m., Tradesmen’s Hall, Hill-st. 

Newry.—James J. Conaghy, agent, 6, Edward: 
street. Meeting, Wednesday, 2 p.m., at 
N. U. of D. L. Hall, 45, Castle-street, 

PENARTH.—G. Tucker, 32, Dock-road. 

PETERHEAD.—Edward Buchan, 11, Port Henry- 
road, sec. Subscriptions every evening 6 to 
9 pm. Monthly meeting, U. P. Hall, first 
Thursday of the month. 

PLymMoutTH.—F. Anderson, Trades Union Hall, 
Notte-st.,sec. F. Cecil Lane, Esq., 1, George- 
st., Plymouth, solicitor. Meeting, Tuesday, 7 
p-m., at office, 

Port GLAsGow.—G. McNaught, 16, East India 
Breast, sec 

Portsoy.—J. Barlow, c/o Mr. Bannyman, School, 
Hendry-street, agent. 

PORTSMOUTH.—John Farquharson, secretary, 33, 
Amelia-street, Landport. 

RCTTERDAM.—Geo Dale, secretary, 2, Wester Kade, 
near Sailors’ Home and Shipping Office, W. 
Sprow, o1ganising secretary. 

SgAHAM HARBOUR.—Richard Kaine, Duke of Wel- 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. 

SHARPNESS.—See Gloucester. 

SHIELDS (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s Union 
Hall, Coronation-st., sec; J. Logan, assistant 
sec. ; Dr. Robson, medical officer, 1, Regent-st.; 
R. Jacks, Esq.,72, King-st., solcitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. Sub-Branch— 
J. Longin, river secretary; E. Blandford, night 
watchman at waiting rooms, Redhead’s-buiid- 
ings, Corstorphine Town, near Tyne Docks 
entrance. Office hours, 9 till 4. 

SHIELDS (North)—Wm. Brown, 8, New Quay, 
secretary; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks, 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 p.m. 

SouTHAMPTON.—T. Chivers, Old Skating Rink, Bell- 
st., secretary; Lieut. Tankerville Chamberlayne, 
R.N.R.,’ Weston-grove, president. Meeting, 
Tuesday evening, 8 p.m. 

SToCKTON-ON-TEES.—E. Page, sec. Meetings, Mon- 
day and Friday, at 7.30 p.m., in the Palatine 
Hotel, 

StorNoway.—J. Macaskill, secretary, 11, Point- 
street. Meeting first Tuesday in the month, 
in the office, at 8 p.m. 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, sec., Prospect-row, 
near Shipping Office. J. Henderson, outside 
delegate. Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m. Dr. 

ood, 32, Frederick-street, and Dr. Burns, 
Holy-terrace, medical officers; J.J. Bentham, 
Esq., 68, John-street, solicitor. Telephone, 443. 

SwansEA.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st, 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street, 
Palmer’s Buildings. 

WATERFORD.—J. Suilivan, 82, Quay. 

West HARTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildings. 
Meeting, Friday, at 7 p.m., at office. 

WexrorD.—P. O. Dwyer, Main-street. 

Wick.—A. Millar, 35, Bank-row, Pultneytown, agent. 

WIcKLOw.—Thomas Gregory, Main-street. 

WuitTBy.—Paul Stamp, agent, Fleece Inn, 

WHITSTABLE.—J. Wildgoose, Harbour-street, secre- 
tary ; J. Tookey, Faversham, agent, 

WHITEHAVEN. 

WORKINGTON. } F. F. Gant, Maryport, 

YougHAL.—J. Collins, Browne-street. 
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PATENT WOVEN BANNERS 





CEORCE TUTILL, Artistic Banner Painter, 


And Manufacturer of the Banners for the Tugboat Branch, Grays Branch, Gravesend 
Branch, Tower Branch, etc., of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, and Maker of the 
Emblem of the Union. Also Manufacturer of the Regalia for the various Branches. 





83, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 





SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 


Ow 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN EYERY EVENING 
AT SEYEN 0°CLOCK. 


WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 





SEAMEN should visit this Establishment. 
(Close to East India Dock.) 


NEEDLE AND ANCHOR, 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, acomptere P. M. LEIBOW & CO,, 


SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 


210 & 212, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E, 


Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices 


PAWN BK UKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kinds of property. 





ESTABLISHED] 


UNION CLOTHING DEPOT, 


(1873: 


CHARLES MILLS, 


No. 9, STATION ROAD, 


(Between Mill Dam and Market Ferry), 


SOUTH SHIELDS. 


@@ NOTED FOR RUBBER AND LEATHER SEA BOOTS, COPENHAGEN LEATHER JACKETS, CAPTAINS AND SEAMEN’S 


OILSKINS AND BEDDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


FOREIGN MONEY EXCHANGED. 





R. WHITE, 


WHOLESALE 


CABINET & BEDDING 


MANUFACTURER, 
70,72. & 74, RATHBONE STREET, 


CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E., 


98 & 29, GREEN ST., UPTON PARK, E. 


Houses Furnished from 10 to 100 gs. 
s@ ALL GOODS WARRANTED .g 


SPECIALITIES iN 


SEAMENS BEDDING 


PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 
BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 


Sent free to an of the Kingdom on receipt of 
P.O. oar Paes 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 8/9. 








CAPTAIN E. DANN, 
BOARD AND LODGINGS BY DAY OR WEEK, 
8, STRAND, SWANSEA. 


ALSO 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING STORES, 
23, WIND STREET, SWANSEA. 


HENRY PHILLIPS, 


OPPOSITE 
TIDAL BASIN STATION, 


AND 
57, BARKING RD., VICTORIA DOCKS, 
LONDON, B.. 


PAWNBROKER, SAILORS’ OUTFITTER, 
GENERAL SALESMAN. 


N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME, 
5, PRINCE STREET, HULL 
(Next door to the Unity Hall). 
TERMS, 14s. PER WEEK. 

G. A. HODGSON, Proprietor, 


Financial Member. Hull Branch. 


THE BEE HIVE, 
SUTTON ST., COMMERCIAL ROAD, E, 


Proprietor, W. DEGROAT, Jun. 
House of Call for Sailors and Firemen, and all bond 
Jide Trade Unionists. 

ALL LIQUORS OF THE BEST QUALITY, 
A TRIAL SOLICITED. 


GEO. DANIELS, 
Grocer and Provision Merchant, 
28, CUSTOM HOU-E STREET, 
CARDIFF. 


Shipping Supplied. Special attention given to Weekly Boats 

















MRS. ROBERT BAXTER, 


SAILORS’ HOME, 
HAST PIBRHAHAD, 


BO'NESS. 





TO MEMBERS N. A. 8. § F. UNION. 


BRITANNIA COFFEE TAVERN 


(Opposite St. Katharine’s Dock House and 8. U. Office). 
Proprietor, Mr. THOMAS STILL. 
Seamen can be accommodated by the Day, 
Meals, or Week, suitable to themselves. 


SEAMEN’s EFFECTS COLLECTED AND DELIVERED 








Cc. R. SHORT, 
Trustee Tidal Basin Branch Ssamen’s Union 


AND 
Treasurer of the Non-Freemen of the 
River Thames. 


TIDAL BASIN TAVERN, 
LONDON. 
Wines, Spirits, & Ales of the Best Quality. 





MCCANN & COQO., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY. 


Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at MoCann & Co.’8. We buy for Cash from the best manu- 
facturera, which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. One price; no abatement, The Largest Stock 
n the neighbourhood. 


McCANN & CO , London House, Holton-rd., Barrv- 
Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office 


PHILHARMONIC =RESTAURANT 


St. Mary Street, CARDIFF. 


DINNERS. TEAS, SUPPERS. 


Wines and Spirits of finest quality. Billiard 
and Smoking Rooms. 


G. F. CULLEY, Manager. 





EMPIRE 
PALACE OF VARIETIES 


QUEEN STREET, 


CARDIFF. 


GOLDIE BROS., 


ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS, 


QUEEN STREET STUDIO, 
66,QUEEN ST.,CARDIFF. 








Photos of Mr. J. H. Wilson may be had. 


nA RAR RAR 
“Dear S1r,—I received my photo, which I consider afi 
excellent specimen of the photo art —J. H. Wrison.” 


J. JOHNS, 


Wine & Spirit Merchant, 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 
QUEEN ST., CARDIFF, 


OLD TRADES UNION HOUSE. 





Wines and Spirits of the First Quality. 


Ss. J. GOWER, 
PRINTHR, 


Wholesale and Retail 
COMMERCIAL AND FANCY STATIONER, 
NEWSAGENT, BOOKBINDER, &c., 


2, MYTONGATE, HULL. 


N.B.—Wholesale and Advertisement Agent for 
SEAFARING in Hull. 











LONDON. 
N.A.S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 


Mrs. HICKS, 
13, JEREMIAH STREET, 


Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 





Seafaring Men in MARYPORT 
SHOULD GO TO 


WM. ADAIR & SON 
SHiPPING BROW, 
For READY-MADECLOTHING. SERGES, DUNGAREES, 
OILSKINS, GUERNSEYS, BEDS & BEDDING, SHIKTS, 
Drawers, & STUCKINGS, HATS & Caps, TIRES, 
SCARVES, COLLARS, BOuTS, SHOES & SLIPPERS. 





Pubiished by the Editor aud Proprictor, A. Cowm, at 160, Minories, London, E. 


